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A Regular Session Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Allendale was held 
in the Municipal Building at 500 West Crescent Avenue, Allendale, New Jersey on 
April 27, 2023.  The meeting was called to order at 8:00 pm by Mayor Wilczynski who 
welcomed everyone who is joining the meeting in the audience and on Zoom Webinar.   
 
Mayor Wilczynski asked that the Municipal Clerk read the open public meetings statement: 
“In compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act, the notice requirements have been 
satisfied.  The meeting dates for the year are confirmed at the Annual Meeting, are posted 
on the public bulletin board in the Municipal Building and on the Borough Website, 
published in The Record within the first 10 days of the New Year, and copies are sent to The 
Ridgewood News and Star-Ledger.  Notice of this meeting by the April 18, 2023 Sunshine 
Notice was sent to The Record, The Ridgewood News and Star Ledger and has been posted 
on the public bulletin board in the Municipal Building and Borough website.” 
 
ROLL CALL: 
 

PRESENT:   Councilmembers Liz Homan, Susanne Lovisolo, Ed O’Connell, 
Matthew O’Toole, Tyler Yaccarino and Mayor Amy Wilczynski 

  
ABSENT:        Councilman Joseph Daloisio  
 
ALSO PRESENT:   Thomas Bouregy, Borough Attorney  
   Ron Kistner, Director of Operations/Borough Administrator 
   Linda Louise Cervino, Municipal Clerk 
   John Gil, Director of Communications 
 

FLAG SALUTE:  Mayor Wilczynski led the salute to the flag. 
 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
 
Motion by Councilwoman Lovisolo, second by Councilman O’Connell that the April 13, 2023 
Work Session and April 13, 2023 Regular Session minutes be and is hereby approved. 
 
On a roll call, the vote was recorded as follows: 
 
Councilwoman Homan: aye  Councilman O’Toole: abstain 
Councilwoman Lovisolo: aye  Councilman Yaccarino: aye 
Councilman O’Connell: aye  Councilman Daloisio: absent  

 
(See April 13, 2023 Work Session and Regular Session minutes 

attached and made a part hereof) 
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RESOLUTION #22-118:  Approval of Time and Place of Mayor & Council Meetings 
     for 2023 – Time Amended. 
 
Mayor Wilczynski explained that this Resolution amends the regular session time of the 
Mayor & Council meeting.  We are going to start the work session at 7:30 p.m. and roll right 
into our regular session to just streamline the process.  Nothing major has changed.  
 
Motion by Councilwoman Homan, second by Councilman Yaccarino, that Resolution 23-
118 be enacted and is hereby adopted. 
 
On a roll call, the vote was recorded as follows: 
 
Councilwoman Homan: aye  Councilman O’Toole: aye 
Councilwoman Lovisolo: aye  Councilman Yaccarino: aye 
Councilman O’Connell: aye  Councilman Daloisio: absent 

 
Mayor Wilczynski stated that this is one of the things she wanted to change as Mayor. 
 

(See Resolution 23-118 attached and made a part hereof) 
 
 
INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES 23-09: 
 
Motion by Councilman Yaccarino that the following ordinance be introduced and passed on 
first reading and setting May 11, 2023, at 7:30 p.m. or as soon thereafter as the matters 
can be heard as the date and time and the Council Chambers of the Allendale Municipal 
Building as the place for a hearing on said ordinance. Second by Councilwoman Lovisolo. 
 
The Municipal Clerk read the title of the ordinance into the record: 

 
ORDINANCE 23-09:  BOND ORDINANCE TO AUTHORIZE THE MAKING OF 
VARIOUS PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS AND THE ACQUISITION OF NEW ADDITIONAL 
OR REPLACEMENT EQUIPMENT AND MACHINERY, NEW INFORMATION 
TECHNOLOGY EQUIPMENT, NEW ADDITIONAL FURNISHINGS, AND NEW 
AUTOMOTIVE VEHICLES, INCLUDING ORIGINAL APPARATUS AND EQUIPMENT, 
IN, BY AND FOR THE BOROUGH OF ALLENDALE, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY, TO APPROPRIATE THE SUM OF $1,390,500 TO PAY THE 
COST THEREOF, TO MAKE A DOWN PAYMENT OR FULLY FUND APPROPRIATIONS 
FROM THE CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND, TO AUTHORIZE THE ISSUANCE OF 
BONDS TO FINANCE SUCH APPROPRIATION AND TO PROVIDE FOR THE ISSUANCE 
OF BOND ANTICIPATION NOTES IN ANTICIPATION OF THE ISSUANCE OF SUCH 
BONDS. 
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On a roll call, the vote was record as follows: 
 
Councilwoman Homan: aye  Councilman O’Toole: aye 
Councilwoman Lovisolo: aye  Councilman Yaccarino: aye 
Councilman O’Connell: aye  Councilman Daloisio absent 

 
(See Ordinance 23-09 attached and made a part hereof) 

 
INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES 23-10: 
 
Motion by Councilman O’Toole that the following ordinance be introduced and passed on 
first reading and setting May 11, 2023, at 7:30 p.m. or as soon thereafter as the matters 
can be heard as the date and time and the Council Chambers of the Allendale Municipal 
Building as the place for a hearing on said ordinance. Second by Councilman O’Connell. 
 
The Municipal Clerk read the title of the ordinance into the record: 

 
ORDINANCE 23-10:  AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND, SUPPLEMENT AND REVISE 
ARTICLE XI, SECTION 62(C) OF CHAPTER 252 OF THE BOROUGH CODE OF THE 
BOROUGH OF ALLENDALE ENTITLED “VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC”.   
 

On a roll call, the vote was record as follows: 
 

Councilwoman Homan: aye  Councilman O’Toole: aye 
Councilwoman Lovisolo: aye  Councilman Yaccarino: aye 
Councilman O’Connell: aye  Councilman Daloisio absent 

 
(See Ordinance 23-10 attached and made a part hereof) 

 
 
INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES 23-11: 
 
Motion by Councilman Yaccarino that the following ordinance be introduced and passed on 
first reading and setting May 11, 2023, at 7:30 p.m. or as soon thereafter as the matters 
can be heard as the date and time and the Council Chambers of the Allendale Municipal 
Building as the place for a hearing on said ordinance. Second by Councilwoman Lovisolo. 
 
The Municipal Clerk read the title of the ordinance into the record: 

 
ORDINANCE 23-11:  AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND, SUPPLEMENT AND REVISE  
THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF ALLENDALE, CHAPTER 6.   
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On a roll call, the vote was record as follows: 
 

Councilwoman Homan: aye  Councilman O’Toole: aye 
Councilwoman Lovisolo: aye  Councilman Yaccarino: aye 
Councilman O’Connell: aye  Councilman Daloisio absent 

 
(See Ordinance 23-11 attached and made a part hereof) 

 
 
INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES 23-12: 
 
Motion by Councilwoman Lovisolo that the following ordinance be introduced and passed 
on first reading and setting May 11, 2023, at 7:30 p.m. or as soon thereafter as the matters 
can be heard as the date and time and the Council Chambers of the Allendale Municipal 
Building as the place for a hearing on said ordinance. Second by Councilman Yaccarino. 
 
The Municipal Clerk read the title of the ordinance into the record: 

 
ORDINANCE 23-12:  AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND, SUPPLEMENT AND REVISE THE 
CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF ALLENDALE, CHAPTER 40.    
 

On a roll call, the vote was record as follows: 
 

Councilwoman Homan: aye  Councilman O’Toole: aye 
Councilwoman Lovisolo: aye  Councilman Yaccarino: aye 
Councilman O’Connell: aye  Councilman Daloisio absent 

 
(See Ordinance 23-12 attached and made a part hereof) 

 
 
CONSENT AGENDA: 
 
Matters listed below are considered routine and will be enacted by one motion of the Council 
and one roll call vote.  There will be no separate discussion of these items unless a Council 
member requests an item be removed for consideration. 
 
RES 23-131: Authorization of emergency 2023 temporary budget appropriations. 
 
RES 23-132: Tax Overpayments. 
 
RES 23-133: Approval of Allendale Corporate Center, LLC v. Borough of Allendale Tax 
   Appeal Settlement. 
 
RES 23-134: Authorization of 2023 Crestwood Lake salaries. 
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RES 23-135: Approval of April 27, 2023 List of Bills. 
 
Motion by Councilwoman Homan, second by Councilman O’Connell that the Consent 
Agenda be and is hereby approved. 
 
On a roll call, the vote was recorded as follows: 
 
Councilwoman Homan: aye  Councilman O’Toole: aye 
Councilwoman Lovisolo: aye  Councilman Yaccarino: aye/abstains on 23-135 only 
Councilman O’Connell: aye  Councilman Daloisio absent 

 
For the record, Councilman Yaccarino abstained on Resolution 23-135 and voted yes on the 
balance. 
 

 (See Resolutions 23-131 through 23-135 attached and made a part hereof) 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  None. 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  None. 
 
ADMINISTRATION:  
 
Council Committee Reports: 
 
Councilman O’Connell – Department of Public Works 
Councilman O’Connell stated the DPW had the borough roll off from Ramsey and Dan 
Richards is working on repairing ours.  We want to thank Ramsey’s DPW, Lennie, for the 
use of one of his three roll offs as well.  We have several projects going including the 
clocktower and right in front of the band shell going very well.  We had dirt day on April 15th.  
I would like to thank the mayor for coming.  Councilman Daloisio was here all day.  I would 
like to thank Mr. Kistner for being there as well.  We had 142 cars come through to pick up 
dirt.  We had about five or ten minutes where we had no one coming through and then the 
line started again.  I will be talking with Mr. Kistner for possibly another dirt day.  
Mr. Kistner stated the residents are not to put the wood chips by their homes.  Councilman 
O’Connell stated we’re going to pick a date in the future and see if we can do woodchips and 
dirt.    
 
Councilwoman Lovisolo – Finance, Human Resources and Administration 
Councilwoman Lovisolo stated I don’t have much to report on Finance and Admin at this 
time.  We’re still working on a few things, but most of that was heard at the last council 
meeting.  I am also on the library board, as is the mayor, and I just wanted to report that I 
have some things going on with the library.  We used to have an Allendale Newcomer’s Club 
that I believe is not operational much anymore.   
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On May 12, 2023, our Lee Memorial Library from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m., will be hosting a gathering 
for residents new to Allendale in the past three years.  This welcome event will offer our 
newest neighbors who may not have had the ability to do so during the height of the 
pandemic an opportunity to mingle with fellow adults in a relaxed environment with 
refreshments and music.  A list of Allendale babysitters composed of scouts who have 
received babysitting training and certification will be furnished to the registrants.  Those 
wishing to attend are asked to RSVP to the library at info@allendale.bccls.org.  The library 
capital planning committee has begun its work on a new three-year strategic plan for the 
facility.  The upgrades will include things such as electric service, repairs and maintenance.   
 
The Friends of the Library is a 501(c) 3 organization formed to support the library’s special 
projects and its bonus offerings those exceptional products and services whose costs are 
beyond the scope of the basic budget.  It has kicked off its 2023 fundraising campaign.  A 
letter was sent to every resident and business in the borough in April soliciting monetary 
contributions to advance these efforts.  Anyone who has ever borrowed a museum pass, 
read the digital New York Times or Wall Street Journal or attended library programs among 
the many other library offerings has benefitted from the Friends efforts.  All are encouraged 
to participate.  The thing I want to start at every council meeting too is a little “did you 
know” about the library.  So, did you know that you can borrow a laminator from the library 
with a library card.   
 
I also want to remind everyone this Saturday is History Day.  The John Fell House in town 
in conjunction with nine other historic sites in the area will be having an open house from 
10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  We encourage everyone to come out and visit the Fell House.  It’s 
$10 and it gets you a pass to all ten historic sites.  On May 20th, we’re going to do our spring 
cleaning Environmental Day in Allendale again at Borough Hall.  There’s going to be a paper 
shredding event from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  The John Fell House again is going to do a 
clothing drive from 10:00 to 2:00 p.m.  You can drop off your bags of clothing at the John 
Fell House.  We’re also going to be doing an electronic recycling event with its location yet 
to be determined.      
 
Councilwoman Homan – Water, Sewer and Public Utilities 
Councilwoman Homan stated that she cannot ignore the Girl Scouts in the audience and 
we will talk to you all later, but I was fortunate enough to be a girl scout leader for 16 years.  
I had two troops and we had so much fun.  We went camping, learned horse-riding, we went 
to Rockin Horse Range.  Most of all, we had an awesome time at all of our meetings.  The 
girls had stayed friends even though my last one is in college and they still get together.  
They did their bronze awards and silver awards, and quite a number of them got their gold 
awards.  Mayor Wilczyski’s daughter got her gold award.  I’m so glad to see you all here.   
 
Regarding water, the progress continues on the list of items that our legal and engineering 
and Ron coordinating our team with Veolia to ensure that we can take in chunks of the 3.5 
million dollars that is still in escrow.  We do have a meeting altogether as a water committee 
team a week from tomorrow.  It’s definitely moving forward.   

mailto:info@allendale.bccls.org
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The progress on the temporary water treatment at New Street is going well.  The actual PFAS 
treatment tanks have been moved inside of the water building.  Ideally, this will continue to 
be worked on all summer and will go online in the fall.  We will keep you informed about 
that.  Well 11 continues to be offline and John Gil along with Debra Vile (phonetic) from 
Veolia and myself will be trying to get a letter of communication out to residents just how 
we can work together during a time that everybody loves to use a lot of water in the spring 
and summer to continue to keep that well offline.  If it needs to go on because too much 
water is being used then it will go on because we can’t have this system loss pressure.  
 
Regarding sewers, Ray Wiss, Esq. and his firm are working on the new contracts with Saddle 
River and Ramsey and primarily this is to ensure the billing is done equitably as well as 
repairs and any maintentence.  Good progress.   
 
Councilman O’Toole – Public Safety 
Councilman O’Toole stated that this afternoon the Allendale Police hosted numerous other 
police departments at the fire house for their laser speed certification.  Some of our officers 
are involved in teaching recruits at the police academy which is great because we have two 
recruits moving through the academny right now, so it’s nice to have representation up 
there.  As we prepare for the departure of some of our officers, the Public Safety Committee 
is conducting interviews with candidates who have their PTC certification already and, 
therefore, do not have to go through the academy.  One conditional offer was offered and 
accepted and our interviews continue, including one next week.  Our next scheduled 
committee meeting is this coming Tuesday.    
 
Councilman Yaccarino – Facilities, Parks and Recreation 
Councilman Yaccarino stated we have a lot of our projects that are moving along in the 
spring that we continue to really try to push forward here.  Some improvements at borough 
hall and Crestwood Lake.  We have the clock tower and the seeding in front of the band 
shell moving along.  Thanks, Ron, for all your help.  We’re getting ready to open Crestwood 
Lake on Memorial Day weekend.  Regarding the bands, we may be looking to add a special 
addition this year, but stay tuned.  We will be getting a newsletter out soon.    
 
STAFF REPORTS: 
 
Linda Louise Cervino, Municipal Clerk, stated that the last day to register to vote for the 
June 6, 2023 Primary Election is May 16th.  The clerk’s office will be open until 9:00 p.m. 
for late night voter registration as well as Crestwood Lake registration and Compost 
permits.  I will be attending training on the new voting equipment on May 8th which will be 
used in the upcoming June 6th primary and going forward for all elections.   
 
John Gil, Director of Communications, stated that the newsletter is being compiled for 
May.  I’d like to get that out a little earlier because we have some great events coming up.  
If everyone can get that to me by early next week that would be great.  I’d like to get that 
out the following week. 
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Ron Kistner, Director of Operations/Borough Administrator stated that I’m meeting 
with the borough engineer and we’re meeting with the Northwest Bergen County Utility 
Authority tomorrow to confirm the 25 percent of the 2023 sewer cleanout and inspection.  
It’s a very successful preventative maintenance program.  We haven’t had a backup since 
getting with this program five years ago.  We have 765 catch basins.  They do 125.  We 
budget how many catch basins they can clean out and inspect and they give us a report on 
which ones are in poor shape and then we have them repaired.  Councilwoman Homan 
asked if they often have clogs connected them from the leaves.  Do they have to pull out 
between the catch basins.  Mr. Kistner said with the new sweeper we got last year Dan Davis 
operates the machine and he sweeps three out of the five days since March.   That helps 
alleviate some of the leaves.  Mr. Kistner said I want to thank all my coworkers and mayor 
and council for their assistance because we had our Bergen County insurance meeting and 
we received a gold award.  It’s a nice plaque but, more importantly, we get a $1,000 check 
sent to us.  What that means is that our employees have been safe.  Our first quarter reports 
are filed.  Our state reports are done.  The Right to Know on all our buildings was completed.  
I did the storm water report with the help of Mike Vreeland which is due to the state.  We 
qualify for a $25,000 grant for being in compliance with our storm water regulations.   
 
Thomas Bouregy, Borough Attorney, stated we are continuing to facilitate the items 
needed from the sale of the utility facility as well as the agreement with Saddle River on the 
sewer.  We’re continuing on 220 where needed, coordinating with council for Hampshire 
and anything that needs to be done to move that forward.    
 

Mayor’s Report: 

Mayor Wilczynski stated that Crestwood Lake registration is open.  We have a great lineup 
of bands thanks to Councilman Yaccarino.  People are coming out wanting to play; even 
kids.  Regarding 220 West Crescent, formally Black Mill work.  If anyone has driven by on 
West Crescent you can see that there are two big towers; one is the stair tower and one is 
the elevator tower.  You can also see the framework going up.  If you look closely, you can 
almost see it’s the shape of a U; the courtyard.  That is going to be there for the 70 units.  
Our community center is going to be right in front of that.  It’s going to be attached to that 
building.  It’s going to be right in front.  Our community center on one side is going to be a 
gym with a full kitchen that’s going to open up into the gym if the girl scouts want to bake 
cookies.  On the other side, it’s going to be a big community room.  There’s going to be a 
divider in the middle.  It can be used for a bunch of different organizations in town.  We’re 
going to have a focus group with all pieces of people from every organization.  It’s exclusive 
to Allendale residents.  We’re not going to rent it out.  The gym is a full-size Brookside middle 
school gym, so it’s regulation middle size gym.  There will also be lines for pickleball.  It’s 
going to be a wood floor so it will be a nice floor.  It’s going to accommodate multisports.   
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We are very fortunate that we had the foresight to purchase this property.  If you look in 
other towns there’s an explosion of condos everywhere.  In speaking with someone in 
Montvale, their population more than doubled in the past five years.  I know sometimes 70 
units seems like a lot to some people, but it’s not, and was from careful planning from prior 
administrations as well.  
 
We are also working on a grant for tennis courts.  Our tennis courts, we put the sport court 
on it about seven or eight years ago with a grant.  It’s wearing out a little bit so we’re going 
to make that pickle/tennis courts.  We’re applying for a grant now.  Tyler and I are going to 
be working on that grant this weekend to get that in.  It might be over two years.  It’s not 
going to happen this year.  The grant is going to be put in this year for next year and possible 
the year after because it’s going to be quite expensive.  There’s a lot of damage to our prior 
tennis courts.  They’ve been there for over 40 years.  There are massive cracks.  Engineering 
has to be done to get them working.  Tennis was a dying sport back then and pickle ball 
was not even around.  That’s really going to make it beautiful up there because now we have 
the new band shell and with the new grass it’s just going to be great.  We’re getting a new 
fence for the playground as well, so that’s all coming along.     
 
We met with the superintendent of Brookside School and Hillside School.  The school is 
doing great things.  We went over the budget.  We went over all of the exciting programs 
that they’re starting to bring in.  There’s going to be a beautiful outdoor area that they’re 
looking to promote and on May 3rd, they will be talking about that to all the residents.   
 
Three of us on this dais attended the women’s club fashion show.  We always like to support 
our organizations in town.  It’s always for a great cause.  The borough always donates one 
of the grand prizes, which is a Crestwood Lake membership.   
       
PUBLIC COMMENT:  
 
Girl Scouts, Troop 97926, Fourth Graders, Allendale, New Jersey.  The girl scouts 
individually read the following:   
 
Good evening, we are Girl Scout Troop 97926 from Allendale and we are in fourth grade.  
We have been working on our “Take Action” project.  For this project, we needed to come up 
with something we can do to change something for the better forever. 
 
We decided to plant a tree in our town.  We want to plant it in Memorial Park for many 
reasons.  We are hoping that you will give us permission for this.   
 
There are many reasons why we think this is a great idea that you should allow us to do.  
Trees are very important to earth and for the community. 
 
In town, trees have been knocked down in a storm.  Some trees are getting old and are not 
as stable.  People are also cutting down trees around the area and we want to plant more. 
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Trees are vital to our earth.  They give us oxygen and absorb carbon so that we don’t have 
as much Carbon, which is harmful to the earth.  It helps earth by not having as many gases 
and other things.  It’s good for climate change.   
 
We should plant a tree at Memorial Park specifically because it will give shade at the parade.  
It also gets very hot so our tree will give people a chance to cool down.  Without a tree, 
people will burn.  Nobody wants burning people, right? 
 
After the Memorial Day parade during the ceremony everybody is trying to get a spot in the 
shade.  With this tree, there will be more shade and less people struggling to find a spot to 
sit.   
 
Another reason you should let us plant a tree is because it brings people together.  It helps 
bring people together by being a gathering spot for people to make memories.  It helps bring 
people together because they can remember their times as a scout if they were one.   
 
Trees also provide food and shelter for animals and insects.  Squirrels find nuts, birds can 
make their nests and much more.   
 
How are we going to plant this tree?  We are going to get help from our parents that are 
really good with planting and have knowledge of trees.  If we need to, we will ask a 
landscaper to offer assistance.   
 
The Legacy Maple is the tree that we chose to plant.  We chose this tree because it is 
resistant to wind and is an ideal shade tree.  It is beautiful in the fall and it’s adaptable to 
soil.  It is a low-maintenance tree and loves sunlight.  This tree can live 400 years and we 
think it would be perfect to plant in our community.   
 
To wrap it all up, we want to get permission to plant the tree at Memorial Park by Park 
Avenue in Allendale for our Take Action project.  We want this to replace downed trees, to 
get more shade in this part of town, especially at the Memorial Day ceremony, and to help 
our earth, to bring people together and to be a habitat for animal.   
 
Finally, as you can see, we put a lot of thought and work into this idea.  It will be amazing 
for it to work.  Thank you so much for listening to us and we’re wondering what do you 
think? 
 
Mayor Wilczynski said you did a great job in researching because Legacy Maple is a really 
good tree.  Our veteran’s park is a very, very special park.  We don’t let just anybody plant 
trees there because that is a park that our veterans come and reflect and they are very 
particular about their trees in there.  I have a feeling they will not have any problem with 
this, but I will definitely double check.  I will speak for everyone here that we support it 100 
percent.  Mayor Wilczynski asked Mr. Kistner if we can make this happen.  Councilwoman 
Homan said she loved all the great things they had to say about trees.   
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Up at the high school, the kids are studying about photosynthesis and about how trees take 
carbon out of the air and how they give us oxygen, so that’s awesome that you’re learning 
about that right now.  Good job.   
 
 No one else came forward for public comment.  
 
ADJOURNMENT:  
 
There being no further business to come before the Mayor and Council, on a motion by 
Councilman O’Toole, with second by Councilman O’Connell, and unanimously carried, the 
Regular Session was adjourned at 8:35 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 

 
__________________________________      05/11/2023   
Linda Louise Cervino, RMC       Date Approved 
Municipal Clerk 
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