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The annual Reorganization Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Allendale 
was held in the Municipal Building at 500 West Crescent Avenue, Allendale, New Jersey 
on January 5, 2023.  The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. by Municipal Clerk, 
Linda Louise Cervino who welcomed everyone who was joining the meeting in the audience 
and on Zoom Webinar.  She reminded the public to mute their devices so as not to distract 
from the business of the meeting.  The Municipal Clerk advised the public that they would 
have one opportunity during this meeting for public comment and she will advise at the 
appropriate time.  
 
The Municipal Clerk read the open public meetings statement: “In compliance with the 
Open Public Meetings Act, the notice requirements have been satisfied.  The meeting dates 
for the year are confirmed at the Annual Meeting, are posted on the public bulletin board 
in the Municipal Building and on the Borough Website, published in The Record within 
the first 10 days of the New Year, and copies are sent to The Ridgewood News and Star-
Ledger.  Notice of this meeting by the December 16, 2022 Sunshine Notice was sent to The 
Record, The Ridgewood News and Star Ledger and has been posted on the public bulletin 
board in the Municipal Building and Borough website.” 
 
FLAG SALUTE: Linda Louise Cervino led the salute to the flag. 
 
SWEARING IN OF ELECTED OFFICIALS:  

The municipal clerk stated that the Bergen County Clerk’s Office certified their General 
Election on November 21, 2022.  On November 8, 2022, Allendale’s voters cast 1,971 
ballots for Amy Wilczynski to serve a three-year term as Mayor.   
 
Mayor-Emeritus Liz White administered the Oath to Mayor-elect Wilczynski who was 
surrounded by her family.  Photos were taken.  
 
After Mayor Wilczynski is administered the oath, she returns to the dais and takes her 
position as Mayor.  Thank you for coming out tonight.  It is truly an honor to see so many 
familiar friendly faces, friends and family, here in support of me, my fellow councilmates 
and all of our volunteer organizations.  I would like to express my sincere gratitude for you 
all for your faith in me to be your mayor.  It’s an honor and it’s a privilege to serve this 
wonderful community in this capacity.  I will work hard and I promise to always do my 
best.  I look forward to serving alongside our amazing staff, volunteers and our fellow 
councilmembers.  I would like to specially thank my husband and my family who’ve seen 
the sacrifice that this job can have over the years.  I’d like to also thank my parents and 
my sisters who have always been in my life supporting me. 
 
We have a few mayors in the room.  We have Mayor Emeritus Barra and Mayor Emeritus 
White who I constantly call and look to as my mentors for advice all the time; and now 
Mayor Bernstein.  Thank you to Assemblyman Christopher DePhillips for always being by 
our side and District 40.  You work tirelessly for our district.  We have an amazing team.  
I look forward to working with everyone to make positive changes in the borough and I 
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promise you that each of us are here because we want to make Allendale a better place 
during our term from when we started and we will continue to work hard to make our 
community better, more resilient and always fiscally strong moving over.   
  
Mayor-Emeritus Ari Bernstein administered the Oath to Councilman-Elect Matthew 
O’Toole, who was surrounded by his family.  Photos were taken. 
  
Before Council-elect Tyler Yaccarino was called up, Mayor Wilczynski stated that Tyler has 
been wanting to be a councilman since he was 18 years old.  I forget sometimes that he is 
my children’s age because he’s such a poised young man and has really done such a great 
job for this borough.  He deserves to be up here.  He’s going to make an awesome 
councilman.  I’m looking forward to working with you and you being on our team.   
 
Mayor-Emeritus Ari Bernstein administered the Oath to Councilman-Elect Tyler 
Yaccarino, who was surrounded by his family.  Photos were taken. 
 
ROLL CALL OF THE 2023 GOVERNING BODY: 
 
Municipal Clerk, Linda Louise Cervino, conducted a roll call of the 2023 Mayor and 
Council.    
 

PRESENT:   Councilmembers Liz Homan, Susanne Lovisolo, Ed O’Connell,  
Matthew O’Toole,  Tyler Yaccarino and Mayor Amy Wilczynski. 

  
ABSENT:        None. 
 
ALSO PRESENT:   Raymond Wiss, Borough Attorney  
   Linda Louise Cervino, Municipal Clerk 

RESOLUTIONS: 

RES 23-01:   APPROVE ORDER OF VOTING 

Motion by Councilwoman Homan, second by Councilman O’Connell that Resolution 23-01 
be and is hereby approved. 

On a roll call, the vote was record as follows: 

Councilwoman Homan: aye  Councilman O’Toole: aye 
Councilwoman Lovisolo: aye  Councilman Yaccarino: aye 
Councilman O’Connell: aye    
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RES 23-02:   ELECT COUNCIL PRESIDENT 

Councilwoman Lovisolo nominated Councilwoman Liz Homan as Council President for the 
year 2023.   Second by Councilman O’Toole that Resolution 23-02 be and is hereby 
approved. 

Councilwoman Lovisolo stated that for the past year, I was Liz’s second on the water 
committee.  I must admit it was a steep learning curb and I will readily confess that I did 
not reach the peak of that curb, but I really didn’t have to.  I haven’t seen someone more 
committed than Liz to studying a topic; that being the sale or not of our water system, and 
then immercing herself in it and educating the rest of us.  The meetings, the research, the 
phone calls and the follow up, Liz dedicated hundreds of hours to this town’s benefit.  As 
Allendale councilpeople up here, we don’t receive compensation, but we do sometimes get 
rewarded.  Those rewards are predominantly appreciative words now and then from our 
fellow borough residents, whether we’ve had to fix something or to improve something or 
to act as a true public servant in the best interest of our tax-paying residents.  We are truly 
blessed to be a part of Allendale.  As a grateful Allendale resident, one of many here tonight, 
we would like to thank Liz for epitomizing a true volunteer working hard and have the best 
interest of us all.  I gladly nominate her for Council President.   

On a roll call, the vote was record as follows: 

Councilwoman Homan: abstain  Councilman O’Toole: aye 
Councilwoman Lovisolo: aye  Councilman Yaccarino: aye 
Councilman O’Connell: aye    

RES 23-03:   APPROVE TIME AND PLACE OF MAYOR AND COUNCIL MEETINGS FOR 2023 

Motion by Councilman O’Connell, second by Councilman O’Toole that Resolution 23-03 
be and is hereby approved. 

On a roll call, the vote was record as follows: 

Councilwoman Homan: aye  Councilman O’Toole: aye 
Councilwoman Lovisolo: aye  Councilman Yaccarino: aye 
Councilman O’Connell: aye    

RES 23-04:   APPOINT BOROUGH PROFESSIONALS 

Motion by Councilwoman Lovisolo, second by Councilwoman Homan that Resolution 23-
04 be and is hereby approved. 

On a roll call, the vote was record as follows: 
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Councilwoman Homan: aye  Councilman O’Toole: aye 
Councilwoman Lovisolo: aye  Councilman Yaccarino: abstain 
Councilman O’Connell: aye    

RES 23-05:  CONFIRM STANDING COMMITTEES 

Motion by Councilman O’Toole, second by Councilwoman Homan that Resolution 23-05 
be and is hereby approved. 

On a roll call, the vote was record as follows: 

Councilwoman Homan: aye  Councilman O’Toole: aye 
Councilwoman Lovisolo: aye  Councilman Yaccarino: aye 
Councilman O’Connell: aye    

RES-23-06:  APPOINT STANDING COMMITTEES 

Mayor Wilczynski read into the record the Appointing Standing Committees. 

Motion by Councilwoman Homan, second by Councilman O’Connell that Resolution 23-
06 be and is hereby approved. 

On a roll call, the vote was record as follows: 

Councilwoman Homan: aye  Councilman O’Toole: aye 
Councilwoman Lovisolo: aye  Councilman Yaccarino: aye 
Councilman O’Connell: aye    

RES 23-07:  APPOINT FIRE CHIEF – DAVE BAEZ 

Motion by Councilman O’Toole, second by Councilman O’Connell that Resolution 23-07 
be and is hereby approved. 

On a roll call, the vote was record as follows: 

Councilwoman Homan: aye  Councilman O’Toole: aye 
Councilwoman Lovisolo: aye  Councilman Yaccarino: aye 
Councilman O’Connell: aye    

RES 23-08:  APPOINT FIRE OFFICIAL – KEVIN TODD 

Motion by Councilman O’Toole, second by Councilman O’Connell that Resolution 23-08 
be and is hereby approved. 
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On a roll call, the vote was record as follows: 

Councilwoman Homan: aye  Councilman O’Toole: aye 
Councilwoman Lovisolo: aye  Councilman Yaccarino: aye 
Councilman O’Connell: aye    

RECOGNITION OF 2023 FIRE DEPARTMENT OFFICERS: 

Mayor Wilczynski asked the members of the Fire Department to come forward and 
administered the Oath to the following.  

FIRE DEPARTMENT 
Fire Chief: Dave Baez 
Assistant Chief: Vacant 
1st Captain: Michael Pini 
2nd Captain:  Matthew Hillman 
1st Lieutenant: Vacant 
2nd Lieutenant: Vacant 
Fire Official: Kevin Todd 

RECOGNITION OF 2023 AMBULANCE CORPS OFFICERS: 

Mayor Wilczynski asked the members of the Ambulance Corps Officers to come forward 
and administered the Oath.  

AMBULANCE CORPS 
Chief:  Daryl E. D’Amore-Bottaro 
Asst. Chief:  Stephanie Pini 
1st Lieutenant: Ariane Hertenstein 

2nd Lieutenant: Gregory Fylstra 
3rd Lieutenant: Lauren Morgan 
President: Jose Diaz-Hernandez 
Vice President: Denis Murphy 
Recording Sec: Karen Clark 
Correspond Sec.: Linda Morgan 
Treasurer: Beth Fylstra 

Mayor Wilczynski announced that she will be making the following Mayor’s appointments: 

LAND USE BOARD  TERM 
EXPIRES 

Land Use Board Class II – one (1) year Ron Kistner 12/31/2023 
Land Use Board Class III– one (1) year TBD 12/31/2023 
Land Use Board Class IV– four (4) years TBD 12/31/2026 
Land Use Board Alt. No. 1 – two (2) years TBD 12/31/2024 
Land Use Board Alt. No. 2 - two (2) years TBD 12/31/2024 
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Land Use Board  John Dalo 12/31/2023 
   
LIBRARY BOARD   
Library Board of Trustees – five (5) years Jim Wright 12/31/2027 
Library Board of Trustees – five (5) years Jill Webb 12/31/2027 
Library Board Superintendent Representative Melissa Duncan --------------- 
Borough Liaison to Library – one (1) year Susanne Lovisolo 12/31/2023 
   
ALLENDALE SPORTS ALLIANCE   
Board Member Bridget Egan 12/31/2023 
Board Member Richard LeBlanq 12/31/2023 
Board Member Chris Homan 12/31/2023 
Board Member Tim Roy 12/31/2023 
Board Member George Mammunes 12/31/2023 
   
BOROUGH HISTORIAN Fred Litt 12/31/2023 

 
 
INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES: 
 
Motion by Councilman O’Toole that the following ordinance be introduced and passed on 
first reading and setting January 19, 2023, at 8:00 p.m. or as soon thereafter in the 
Council Chambers of the Allendale Municipal Building as the place for a hearing on said 
ordinance.  Second by Councilwoman Lovisolo. 
 
The Municipal Clerk read the title of the ordinance into the record: 
 

ORDINANCE 23-01:  AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 53 OF THE CODE OF 
THE BOROUGH OF ALLENDALE, “OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES”, TO FIX THE 
SALARIES, WAGES AND COMPENSATION OF THE OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES 
OF THE BOROUGH OF ALLENDALE FOR THE YEAR 2023. 

On a roll call, the vote was record as follows: 

Councilwoman Homan: aye  Councilman O’Toole: aye 
Councilwoman Lovisolo: aye  Councilman Yaccarino: aye 
Councilman O’Connell: aye    

 
(See Ordinance 23-01 attached and made a part hereof) 
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CONSENT AGENDA: 

Matters listed below are considered routine and will be enacted by one motion of the 
Council and one roll call vote.  There will be no separate discussion of these items unless 
a Council member requests an item be removed for consideration. 

RES 23-09:  Council Appointments –Various Boards. 
 
RES 23-10: Appoint Assessment Search Officer – Linda Louise Cervino and 

Appoint Tax Search Officer – Gina Wittmaack.  
 

RES 23-11:  Appoint Fund Commissioners of the Bergen County Municipal Joint
       Insurance Fund – Ron Kistner and Amy Wilczynski.   
 

RES 23-12:  Appoint PACO Officer & Personnel Officer – Ron Kistner – and  
       Anti- Harassment Officer – Linda Louise Cervino. 
 

RES 23-13:  Appoint Fire Inspectors. 
 
RES 23-14:  Authorize Claims Account/Withdrawal of Borough Funds. 
 
RES 23-15:  Appoint ADA Compliance Officer – Ron Kistner.  
 

RES 23-16:  Adopt By-Laws. 
 
RES 23-17:  Designate Official Newspapers. 
 
RES 23-18:  Authorize Withdrawal of Water Utility Funds. 
 

RES 23-19:  Designate Official Depositories. 
 
RES 23-20:  Authorize Payroll Account/Withdrawal Signatory. 
 
RES 23-21:  Authorize Payments Between Meeting Dates. 
 
RES 23-22:  Adopt 2023 Cash Management Plan. 
 
RES 23-23:  Authorize Telephone/Electronic Transfer of Funds. 
 

RES 23-24:  Authorize Petty Cash Funds. 
 
RES 23-25:  Approve Interest on Delinquent Taxes. 
 
RES 23-26:    Authorize Annual Tax Sale. 
 

RES 23-27:    Approve Fee for Returned Checks. 
 
RES 23-28:    Authorize Continued Compensation for Borough Employees. 
 
RES 23-29:    Waive Insurance Requirement for Non-Profit Organizations. 
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RES 23-30:    Approve Coverage of Quasi-Public Entities by JIF. 
 
RES 23-31:    Appoint Police Chaplain – Fr Michael Allen, Trinity Episcopal Church. 
 
RES 23-32:    Appoint Zoning Officer – Anthony Hackett. 
 

RES 23-33:    Appoint Property Maintenance Officer – Mike Limatola . 
 
RES 23-34:    Adopt Volunteer Tuition Credit Program. 
 
RES 23-35:    Appoint Administrative Officer – Ron Kistner. 
 

RES 23-36:    Appoint Allendale Housing, Inc. Board of Trustees. 
 
RES 23-37:    Appoint Wireless Communications Carriers & Facilities Consultant – 
   Hoplite Communications. 
 
RES 23-38:    Appoint Continuing Disclosure Agent and Independent Registered  
     Municipal Advisor - Phoenix Advisors, LLC. 
 
RES 23-39: Appoint Deputy Emergency Management Coordinators – Mike Limatola and 

Terrence Lawler. 
 

RES 23-40:    Appoint Water Collector – M. Alissa Mayer. 
 
RES 23-41:    Appoint Director of Operations – Ron Kistner. 
 
RES 23-42: Appoint DPW Crew Chief –Dan Richards, Rich McDowell & John  

Pasquino. 
 
RES 23-43:    Appoint Court Officials. 
 

RES 23-44:    Appoint 9-1-1 System Coordinator – Police Officer Daniel Rosendahl.  
 
RES 23-45:    Approve 2023 Temporary Budget. 
 
RES 23-46:    Authorize Participation in Mutual Aid & Rapid Deployment Force. 
 

RES 23-47:    Appoint Affordable Housing Representative – Ron Kistner.  
 
RES 23-48:    Approve Shared Service Agreement – Licensed Sewer Operator  
   Services – Northwest Bergen County Utilities Authority.  
 
RES 23-49: Approval of Shared Service Agreement – As-Needed Sanitary Sewer 

Cleaning – Northwest Bergen County Utilities Authority 
 
RES 23-50: Authorization of Shared Service Agreement – As-Needed TV Inspection 

–Northwest Bergen County Utilities Authority 
 
RES 23-51:    Designate Acting Municipal Court Administrator – Sherri D’Alessandro 
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RES 23-52:    Approve 2023 UPSEU White Collar Unit Salaries. 
 
RES 23-53:    Approve 2023 Teamsters Local No. 11 Salaries. 
 
RES 22-54:    Approve 2023 Patrolman’s Benevolent Association Salary Resolution. 
 

RES 23-55: Approve 2023 Workplace Alcohol & Drug Testing Contract – Valley 
Medical Group. 

 
RES 23-56:    Appoint Police Physician – Seena Shekari, DO. 
 

RES 23-57:    Adopt Notice of Tort Claim Form. 
 
RES 23-58:    Appoint Emergency Management Director – Mike Dillon. 
 
RES 23-59:    Appoint Fire Administrator for the Borough of Allendale. 
 
RES 23-60: Approval of Amendment to Recyclables Delivery Agreement – Rockland 

County Solid Waste Management Authority. 
 
RES 23-61:    Authorize the Cancellation of Property Tax Refunds or Delinquent Amounts 

of Less than $10.00.  
 
RES 23-62:    Appointment of Crossing Guard, Maureen Fisher. 
 
RES 23-63:   Approval of 2023 Interlocal Service Agreement – Borough of Waldwick – 

Waldwick Well-Baby Clinic. 
 
RES 23-64: Approval of 2023 & 2024 Public Health Shared Services Agreement – Bergen 

County Department of Health. 

Motion by Councilwoman Homan, second by Councilman O’Toole that the Consent Agenda 
be and is hereby approved. 

On a roll call, the vote was recorded as follows: 

Councilwoman Homan: aye  Councilman O’Toole: aye 
Councilwoman Lovisolo: aye  Councilman Yaccarino: aye 
Councilman O’Connell: aye    

(See Resolutions 23-09 through 23-64 attached and made a part hereof) 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  There was no unfinished business. 

NEW BUSINESS:   

SWEARING IN OF POLICE OFFICER:    
RES 23-65:  Authorize Hire of Police Officer – John Rubino, III 
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Mayor Wilczynski invited Chief Dillon and John Rubino’s family to come up as she 
administers the oath to John Rubino, III. 

Motion by Councilman O’Toole, second by Councilwoman Homan, that Resolution 23-65 
be approved to hire Police Officer John Rubino, III. 

On a roll call, the vote was recorded as follows: 

Councilwoman Homan: aye  Councilman O’Toole: aye 
Councilwoman Lovisolo: aye  Councilman Yaccarino: aye 
Councilman O’Connell: aye    

 
(See Resolutions 23-65 attached and made a part hereof) 

 
SWEARING IN OF POLICE OFFICER: 
RES 23-66:  Authorize Hire of Police Officer – Mark Dunn, Jr. 
 
Motion by Councilman O’Toole, second by Councilman O’Connell, that Resolution 23-66 
be approved to hire Police Officer Mark Dunn, Jr. 
 
On a roll call, the vote was recorded as follows: 
 
Councilwoman Homan: aye  Councilman O’Toole: aye 
Councilwoman Lovisolo: aye  Councilman Yaccarino: aye 
Councilman O’Connell: aye    

 
Mayor Wilczynski invited Chief Dillon and Mark Dunn, Jr.’s family to come up as she 
administers the oath to John Rubino, III. 

 
(See Resolutions 23-66 attached and made a part hereof) 

 
MAYOR’S REPORT & COMMENTS: 
I would just like to say we have a lot going on for a small town.  This room is packed with 
lots of people.  We have a lot of exciting changes in our police department.  We have the 
swearing in of our two police officers, which we’re so happy.  We also have new leadership.  
Chief Mike Dillon has been the helm for a year and is already making positive changes.  
We just sold our water system.  Thank you to Councilwoman Homan and her team, and 
will be upgrading our infrastructure and putting PFAS treatments in soon.  We also just 
closed on 220 West Crescent right before the end of the year.  Thank you to the lawyers 
that made this happy, including Vince Barra, who is also a lawyer.  It was a long process, 
but it will be wonderful.  It will soon be demolished.  For those who don’t know, it is the 
former Black Mill Work property.  It will be demolished by the end of the month.  We will 
be building a brand new community center and we will be building 70 condo units.  We 
are really excited about that.  We’ve already set up several meetings for our committee, so 
this team is ready.  Thank you, everybody.      
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COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS & COMMENTS: 

Councilman O’Toole expressed his heartfelt thanks to everyone who made it possible for 
him to sit up there.  He thanked his wife, Joanna, and daughters, Erin and Tara.  He 
stated, this takes a lot of time and a lot of commitment and there’s not usually a whole lot 
of grumbling when I’m going out the door to another meeting or taking another phone call.  
I’d also like to thank my parents who are at everything that myself and my siblings have 
done, and I thank them for everything they’ve instilled in me and the values that I try to 
bring to this position.  Thank you to all my friends and neighbors who feel that I deserve 
another chance.  Finally, thank you to everyone up here for all your help and your support.  
I truly appreciate you.  Tyler, congratulations.  We all knew this day was coming and I’m 
very happy to be up here with you.   
 
Councilwoman Lovisolo congratulated Mayor Wilczynski.  You have worked so hard as a 
councilwoman for so many years and dedicated countless hours to the Borough of 
Allendale, whether it was Crestwood Lake or 220/230 or any number of things you’ve 
researched and worked on.  You care about this borough and I have no doubt you will be 
an amazing mayor.  A quick moment to my friend, Councilman Matthew O’Toole, back for 
another term.  While we have similar opinions on so many things, I’ve always appreciated 
the different ways you often viewed things.  You have a measured and steady approach to 
issues and challenges and it’s no wonder you successfully run marathons because one of 
your enduring strengths is to stay committed to things for the long haul.   I’m so happy to 
serve with you and Tyler.  Tyler, you were a classmate of my oldest daughter, but it’s really 
been the past seven years that I’ve gotten to know you.  In that time, you’ve done everything 
possible to demonstrate your dedication to this borough and the organizations and groups 
that you are a part of.  You are so many people’s go to person when they need help or an 
answer to a borough question.  You fully understand the obligation and the privilege it is 
to serve the people in Allendale.  It is my honor and one of the proudest moments I think 
I’m going to have on council to welcome you as Councilman Yaccarino.   
 
Councilman Yaccarino stated, first and foremost, I think you have to thank everybody in 
this room.  We’re all here tonight because we want what’s best for Allendale.  We have a 
great passion for our town, for our community, for our neighbors, for everyone up here.  
And for everyone here tonight, we’re all here for one reason; because we want what’s best 
for Allendale.  I’d like to congratulate again my runningmates this year; Mayor Wilczynski 
and Councilman O’Toole.  It’s an honor and privilege to be here with you along with 
Councilwoman Homan, Lovisolo and Councilman O’Connell.  It’s really this governing 
body, past and present, that has done so many wonderful things, including Mayor Barra, 
Mayor White, Mayor Bernstein and Councilman Sasso, that have done so many wonderful 
things for this town, and I know that we’re going to continue just that up here together; 
whether it being a committee or making great additions and changes for the borough, 
which I know under Mayor Wilczynski’s leadership will be profound.   
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For me, the journey to council started in this room at that table eight years ago on a 
morning in February when I communicated with the late Bob Pash, who was one of the 
reasons, along with Susanne, that I’m here this evening along with everyone else.  It was 
from that moment in this room that I knew that I needed to involve myself with this 
community, to involve myself with this borough.  I worked in borough hall for five years.  
I’ve been involved with so many different community organizations, seeing all the different 
aspects of this town and to tie it all together, I know that I am ready to take the next step 
as councilman here in the Borough of Allendale.  I’m ready to meet to the challenges and 
to work with everyone to continue making Allendale a great place to live.  I’d like to thank 
you all, again, so much for your support.  I know that great things for all of us are to come, 
so thank you, all, again.   
 
Councilwoman Homan stated, echoing what everybody has expressed that we do have an 
incredible community; the police department, fire department, ambulance corp, Holiday 
Observers, and you could list them all.  We really are an amazing community and it is a 
pleasure to see everybody out in the streets or up at the high school or wherever because 
everybody does really volunteer and work in this community with their heart first.  It’s so 
great that this room is so full on a night when we can say congratulations, thank you for 
serving to Amy, Matt and Tyler coming on here because oftentimes this room is empty.  It’s 
so nice that everybody turned out in order to welcome them, to welcome our new policemen 
onto to force, to be able to swear in everybody into the fire and ambulance.  Thank you 
very much.  Amy, it’s going to be fun.  We’ve been on a long journey together and it’s being 
lead by a wonderful person.   
 
STAFF REPORTS & COMMENTS: 
Attorney Raymond Wiss, Esq., said to Mayor Wilczynski that he looks forward to working 
with her in her role as Mayor, who worked closely in her role as a councilmember and 
councilpresident.  I look forward to continuing.  Matt and Tyler, congratulations.   
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: 
Terry Lawler, 4 Fieldhedge Lane, Phillipsburg, New Jersey.  Good evening, Mayor Wiczynski 
and Council.  I am here this evening as a member of Allendale Waldwick PBA 217 and as 
the past president of the PBA, and as a member of the Allendale Police Department.  I’d 
like to address you all regarding concerns of the membership of the local but, more 
specifically, the officers of the Allendale Police Department in regards to the lack of the 
adequate number of supervisors in the Allendale Police Department.  The Allendale Police 
Department has been without of one sergeant since October of 2021.  We’ve been without 
a second sergeant since July of this year who officially retired on November 1st.  During 
this time, we have had only two sergeants leaving two squads working without proper 
supervision, while increasing the number of officers in the department with no lieutenants 
or captains.   
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Sergeant Griffith and I, along with Chief Dillon, have requested at meetings of the public 
safety committee to make promotions within the department that presently exists from the 
testing process that the previous council had authorized, to fill that vacancy left by 
Sergeant Kroepke.  I would also request that with the other sergeant presently out on 
disability that you promote two officers on the existing promotional list without delay so 
we have adequate supervision within the police department.  The lack of supervisors in the 
police department makes an obvious concern to the police officers and residents of the 
Borough of Allendale.  As a supervisor myself with 28 years of law enforcement experience, 
it is imperative that officers always have a clear chain of command to turn to when 
questions or concerns arise.  Having two squads presently working with no supervisors 
assigned to them could lead to potential liability issues for the officers and the borough.  
The last we were told was the borough was waiting for the new council to be seated.  
Congratulations to you all.  Now that you have taken your seats on the council, I hope that 
you see to it that these two sergeant positions are needed to be filled and we waste no more 
unnecessary time.  Thank you.   

Vince Barra, Mayor-Emeritus, stated that we’re here tonight to recognize Amy, Tyler and 
Matt.  No one knows better than I what a tough job this is.  I have one correction to make.  
You said that Tyler wanted this since he was 18; can we agree eight years old?  I just want 
the record to reflect that.  Today is a proud day for Allendale.  This is a fabulous town.  We 
love it.  We’ve all been here through the tough times.  Amy, this is probably one of the 
proudest days that I have had.  It’s like my daughter.  You’ve earned it.  You and I worked 
very closely together.  You are one of the brightest, hardworking and toughest individuals 
that I have ever run across.  The saga that we went through on 220/230, no one in this 
town would ever appreciate what you did; I will and those of us that worked closely with 
you on this will appreciate what you did.  You were phenomenal.  How you worked with 
lawyers, architects, construction people and developers, and you brought this thing to the 
finish line and it was no easy task. It was an incredible undertaken.  I want to say you are 
going to go down as one of the best mayors that Allendale has ever had.   I’ve seen you in 
very tough situations and how you worked your way through it.  It’s just very impressive.  
Mayor Wilczynski said that she doesn’t know what to say.  That was so nice; and coming 
from you, Vince, I look up to you so much.  You have been such a mentor to me throughout 
all of this.   

Donna Yaccarino, (Councilman Yaccarino’s mom) 108 Hillside Ave, stated that she is very 
proud of Tyler.  She thanked everyone for guiding him along the way.  Susanne, you’ve 
always been there when I couldn’t be.  Matt, you’re a great friend.  Amy, thank you for the 
opportunity for Tyler.  I can just promise everybody here that Tyler loves this town and 
loves everybody and he will do his very best.  Thank you, everybody.  Councilman 
Yaccarino said he just wants to re-emphasize that.  My family has always been there.  I 
know every time I tell them I’m going to another meeting they say you have another 
meeting.  I thank you.   
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Jim Schultz, Waldwick, New Jersey.  I’m an Allendale Fireman.  I’d like to address 
questions to the public safety committee.  The night of the public safety committee, Chief 
Policht, Assistant Chief Baez and I attending a meeting on June 13, 2022 to discuss the 
concerns we had regarding Apparatus 941.  Mr. Schultz asked Councilman O’Toole and 
Councilman O’Connell if they remembered that meeting and asked if they remembered 
what the next steps were after that meeting and what they wanted to do.  Councilman 
O’Toole said we were waiting for proposals.  Mr. Schultz said he’s going to go through the 
timeline.  On June 13th, you met to discuss the deficiencies of 941 of the recent fire in 
Allendale.  We agreed to hire a consultant to review 941 and its function and capabilities 
for the Borough of Allendale.  June 15th, the committee contacted vendors referred to us 
by surrounding towns who utilized these companies.  June 17th, two vendors replied to 
our proposals.  June 21st, we conducted an in-person interview with East West Fire 
Apparatus Consultants.  July 1st, East West Fire Apparatus Consultants were chosen to 
provide the requested services.  July 17th, a write-up explaining the process and the 
proposal was sent to the Mayor and the public safety committee.  July 27th, Mr. O’Toole 
sent a reply back saying they will respond soon.  August 16th, I emailed Mr. O’Toole asking 
him for an update on his July 27th email.  To date, I have not received a response from Mr. 
O’Toole to my email.  I have watched all the borough’s regular and work session meetings 
from June 16th through December 15th and I have never heard one mention of the June 
13th meeting.  As of today, it is over six months since that meeting and we have received 
no word from the public safety committee regarding that meeting on our proposal.   

What amazes me is it took you less than two weeks to hire a consultant to review the voting 
percentages in the firehouse.  It took you less than two months to create a new ordinance 
and hire an individual to fill that new position created by the ordinance.  You have no issue 
approving or moving forward with administrative topics; however, when it comes to public 
safety and firefighter safety you have dragged your feet for greater than six months.  941 
is outdated.  It’s too complex to operate and too large to properly function in the Borough 
of Allendale.  Keeping that piece of equipment in service poses a safety risk for the 
firefighters and the public.  Can you tell me the status of this request?  Councilman O’Toole 
replied that we will discuss it at our next committee meeting.  Mr. Schultz thanked 
Councilman O’Toole.   

Ellen Hillman, One Homewood Avenue, stated that she’s a little disappointed at the 
borough council’s interference into the personal matters of the Allendale Volunteer Fire 
Department.  The borough stepped in prior to the election that was to be held in November 
and they postponed that election because there were possible paperwork errors.  At that 
time, the eligible voters would not have supported what appeared to be the safety 
committee and the borough council’s agenda.  There were members who were running for 
office who would have been moving the department ahead in a more professional manner, 
raising the bar, if you will.   
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The borough postponed that election.  There were found to be four additional members 
who could now vote; good news, so the borough allowed the election to go forward.  Now, 
on a side note, I don’t know how the borough interferes into a volunteer organization in 
town and says you can or cannot do an election.  The election takes place and there was 
a surprise outcome and that was that there were a number of write-in ballots that 
supported new officers.  Very shortly after that, the borough council and the safety 
committee came in and said that election doesn’t count.  We’re appointing new officers.  
We’re appointing who we want.  And, in fact, demoted some of the elected officers to lower 
ranks, which is inappropriate.  I’m not sure what your reasoning is.  I’ve communicated 
with each and every one of you, excluding Tyler, I believe.  Once I mentioned the issue 
which has been brought up by other people in the department of harassment and bullying, 
the emails stopped.  I would ask you to look very carefully at what’s going on because while 
you may have won the war, you will surely lose the battle because, in the long run, by 
demoting officers, you provide no opportunity for growth in the department now for 
probably another two or three years because there are credentials and requirements of 
service in the fire department that must be met before one can go to assistant and to chief.      

ADJOURNMENT:  

There being no further business to come before the Mayor and Council, on a motion by 
Councilwoman Homan, with second by Councilman Yaccarino, and unanimously carried, 
the Regular Session was adjourned at 8:28 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

__________________________________      02/09/2023   
Linda Louise Cervino, RMC       Date Approved 
Municipal Clerk 
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