


Mayor and Council of the Borough of Allendale 
Work Session Meeting Minutes 

January 21, 2021 

B. Council Reports

Councilman O'Connell -Public Safety Committee 
Councilman O'Connell informed everyone that the COVID-19 cases are rising and 
encouraged residents to continue to practice social distancing, washing of hands, and 
wearing a mask. He reported that the Public Safety Committee discussed street signs 
that will be going up and reviewed 2021 budgets with the Police and Fire Departments. 
He reported 968 calls to dispatch, 103 "911", 6 fire, and 25 ambulance calls to date. 

Councilman Sasso -Land Use and Construction Code 
Councilman Sasso stated that he attended the Land Use Committee meeting held 
yesterday morning and the Land Use Board meeting held last night. He then thanked 
Mayor Bernstein for reappointing him to the Committee explaining how important the 
committee is to the Borough. He stated that the Committee set the priorities for the 
year, discussed construction code updates and property maintenance. 

Mayor Bernstein thanked Councilman Sasso for his exceptional job on the Committee. 

Councilwoman Homan -Water, Sewer and Public Utilities 
Councilwoman Homan thanked the Mayor for her reappointment to the Water 
Committee, which met yesterday. She reported that the system is in good shape but 
unfortunately, there have been some water main breaks likely due to recent 
temperature fluctuation. She thanked Layne Simon and Jeff Picinich for managing 
the Borough's water use and advised that meetings are underway with SUEZ to review 
PFAS treatment options being undertaken in other SUEZ-owned facilities with 
groundwater wells. The Committee has continued with the legwork to produce the 
RFP to explore the opportunity to sell the Allendale system and another public water 
meeting will be scheduled in mid-February. 

Mayor Bernstein thanked Councilwoman Homan for all of the work she does. 

Councilwoman Wilczynski - Facilities, Parks and Recreation 
Councilwoman Wilczynski shared updates on the 220 / 230 project including working 
with the insurance company with regards to the remediation, budgeting on the 
building, and the hiring of a construction manager, Chuck Totosian, to provide 
oversight on the municipal building. The Councilwoman reported that the Land Use 
Board approved a resolution in support of the project and thanked the members for 
their due diligence. The financial agreement and associated approvals will hopefully 
be next on the agenda. She spoke of the grant-funded improvements at Crestwood 
and expressed her hope of bands returning to play at the new bandshell this year. She 
had a meeting with the Lake Director and ALEOOOP in anticipation of the summer 
season. She concluded with an update on the status of the new playground and 
streetscape project this spring. 

Councilman O'Toole -Administration, Finance and Human Resources 
Councilman O'Toole stated that the Committee is busy working on the budget 
worksheets that the departments have submitted. Conversations to understand 
departmental needs and determine what can be done without this upcoming year have 








