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A combined Work and Regular Session Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Allendale was held in the Municipal Building at 500 West Crescent Avenue, Allendale, New 
Jersey on April 10, 2025.  The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm by Mayor Amy 
Wilczynski.   
 
Dottie Blitzer, the Acting Municipal Clerk, read the open public meetings statement: “In 
compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act, the notice requirements have been satisfied.  
The meeting dates for the year are confirmed at the Annual Meeting, are posted on the public 
bulletin board in the Municipal Building and on the Borough Website, published in The Record 
within the first 10 days of the New Year, and copies are sent to The Ridgewood News and 
Star-Ledger. Notice of this meeting by the April 4, 2025, Sunshine Notice was sent to The 
Record, The Ridgewood News and Star Ledger and has been posted on the public bulletin 
board in the Municipal Building and Borough website.” 
 
The roll call was recorded as follows: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A quorum was met.   
 
The following were also present:  Ray Wiss, Esq., Borough Attorney 

Dottie Blitzer, Acting Municipal Clerk 
Michael Dillon, Police Chief 

 
Mayor Amy Wilczynski led the salute to the flag. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  March 13, 2025 Work and Regular Session 
 
The vote was recorded, and a roll call was conducted as follows: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
  

 
Present Absent 

Councilman Yaccarino   
Councilman O’Toole   
Councilwoman Homan   
Councilwoman Lovisolo   
Councilman Daloisio   
Councilman O’Connell   
Mayor Wilczynski   

 
Motion Second Yes No Abstain Absent 

Councilman Yaccarino       
Councilman O’Toole       
Councilwoman Homan       
Councilwoman Lovisolo       
Councilman Daloisio       
Councilman O’Connell       
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PRESENTATION:  A Proclamation Recognizing April 9, 2025 as Education & Sharing Day in 
the Borough of Allendale. 
 
Mayor Wilczynski read the Proclamation: 
 

A PROCLAMATION RECOGNIZING APRIL 9, 2025  

AS EDUCATION & SHARING DAY IN THE BOROUGH OF ALLENDALE 

WHEREAS, the basis for the continuity of any society is education; and in the great state of New Jersey 

the education of our youth is a priority; and 

WHEREAS, in order to achieve its highest goals, education must not only impart knowledge but also 

teach the students how to live, forming and strengthening their moral character to make a better life for 

themselves as individuals and for society as a whole; imparting moral and ethical values that have been the 

bedrock of society since the dawn of civilization, including the values known as the Seven Noahide Laws; and 

WHEREAS, a global spiritual leader and leading advocate for the advancement of education, the Rebbe, 

Rabbi Menachem M. Schneerson, of righteous memory, stressed that a moral and ethical education empowers 

every individual to develop their full potential in making the world a better place; and 

WHEREAS, such an education can nurture the unity of diverse people through encouraging increased 

acts of goodness and kindness, imbued with the awareness that even a single positive act of an individual can 

change the world and usher in an era of global peace; and 

WHEREAS, April 9, 2025, will mark 123 years since the Rebbe’s birth, and this year marks the 75th 

anniversary of his leadership of the Chabad-Lubavitch movement. “Chabad” is an acronym of three Hebrew 

words for “wisdom, understanding and knowledge.” The name "Lubavitch" comes from the city which served as 

the movement’s headquarters for over a century and means city of love. Of all the ethical values which inform 

our civilization, none is more important than love - love of wisdom, love of our fellowman, and love of our 

Creator. These values, have guided the Chabad-Lubavitch movement throughout its history, and are the essence 

of education at its best, and we should be certain to pass on this precious heritage to all young Americans; and 

WHEREAS, "Education & Sharing Day" is observed each year on the Rebbe's birthday in recognition of 

his outstanding and lasting contributions toward the improvement of education, morality, and acts of charity 

around the world; a day to pause and reflect on our responsibility to ensure our youth have the foundation 

necessary to lead lives rich in purpose and fulfillment through service and good works; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Amy Wilczynski, Mayor of the Borough of Allendale, do hereby proclaim 

Wednesday, April 9, 2025, to be: EDUCATION AND SHARING DAY in the Borough of Allendale, New Jersey 

and call upon everyone to work together to create a better, brighter, and more promising future for all. 

IN WITNESS, WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the Great Seal of the Borough of 

Allendale, New Jersey to be affixed at the Borough Hall this ninth day of April in the year two thousand and 

twenty-five. 
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AGENDA REVIEW: 
 
Mayor Wilczynski reviewed the agenda which consisted of: 
  

• A Re-Introduction of Ordinance 25-07A.   
o Mayor Wilczynski stated that we are amending our building code for accessory 

structures.  Currently, right now our side yard for accessory structures is only seven 
feet.  We have a lot of residents building massive two-story buildings.  In order to keep 
proper space and the character of the town, we’re just amending the ordinance to have 
a little more space between accessory structures and their neighbor’s yard.   

 

• Resolution 25-114, Resolution Authorizing the Borough of Allendale to Submit a Grant 
application to the 2025 Bergen County Open Space Trust Fund for Municipal Park 
Improvements–Crestwood Park Improvements, Tennis Court.   

o Mayor Wilczynski stated that we will be going in for our second grant for the tennis 
court rehabilitation at Crestwood Lake. 

 

• Consent Agenda Items 25-115 through 25-123, which included: 
 
RES 25-115: Approval of Payment No. 3 For NJ MA-22 & MA-23 Allendale Streetscape 

Project Phase V & VI - A.A. Berms LLC. 
 
RES 25-116: Approve Change Order Number Four AB Contracting, LLC  

Crestwood Park Concession Stand. 
 
RES 25-117: Approval of Contract for providing assistance for annual Re-Assessment 

of Commercial Property For Tax Equalization Purposes.  
 
RES 25-118: Resolution of the council of the Borough of Allendale Authorizing Special 

Affordable Housing Counsel to Enter into an Agreement with The New 
Jersey Builder’s Association and Fair Share Housing Center to Fix The 
Borough’s Round 4 Prospective Need Number at 200. 

 
RES 25-119: Establish 2025 fees for Crestwood Lake season and Red Barn. 
 
RES 25-120: Approval of April 10, 2025 List of Bills. 
 
RES 25-121: Authorizing Emergency Temporary Budget Appropriations. 
 
RES 25-122: Authorizing Maintenance Work By Resident At 36 Rozmus Court. 
 
RES 25-123: Consent Order Allowing The Borough To Spend $90,000 From Its 

Affordable Housing Trust Fund To Rehabilitate Property Located At 98 
Elm. 

 
Mayor Wilczynski also mentioned Resolution 25-124, Authorize hiring of Police Officer – 
Anthony Cardoniga. 
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PUBLIC COMMENT ON AGENDA ITEMS ONLY:   

 

Walter Widmer, 38 Hamilton Street, Allendale, stated that there are so many items on the 

agenda that he doesn’t understand.  Mayor Wiczynski stated that the Fair Share Housing piece 

is extremely complicated, but I’m happy to sit down and talk to you about it.  Mr. Widmer 

asked how much available land we have.  Mayor Wilczynski stated we have about seven acres 

she believes.  It’s not available; there’s buildings on it, but it’s buildings with open space and 

they count that.  They look at a big map of green areas and they say you can build on here.  

Fair Share Housing is an advocacy group that is not elected, but they have a lot of power.   

 

No one else from the public came forward. 

 
INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES: 
 
The Acting Municipal Clerk read the title of the ordinance into the record: 

 
ORDINANCE 25-07A:   AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND, SUPPLEMENT AND REVISE 
THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF ALLENDALE, ACCESSORY BUILDINGS, CHAPTER 
270-14(A). 

 
The vote was recorded, and a roll call was conducted as follows: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

(See Ordinance 25-07A attached and made a part hereof) 
 
The Acting Municipal Clerk read into the record the following: “Ordinance 25-07A has been 
introduced upon first reading and will be published in the April 2, 2025 edition of the Record 
and will be taken up for further consideration and final passage at the meeting of the Mayor 
and Council on Thursday, April 24, 2025 at 7:00 pm or soon thereafter.” 
 
RESOLUTIONS: 

The Acting Municipal Clerk read the title of the ordinance into the record: 
 
A. Bergen County Open Space Grant Application – 2025 Bergen County Open Space Trust 

Fund Grant.  Application for the following project – Crestwood Park Improvements: 
“Tennis Court Rehabilitation”. 
 
1. Public comments on Grant Application. 

 
Motion Second Yes No Abstain Absent 

Councilman Yaccarino       
Councilman O’Toole       
Councilwoman Homan       
Councilwoman Lovisolo       
Councilman Daloisio       
Councilman O’Connell       
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2. RES 25-114:  Resolution Authorizing the Borough of Allendale to Submit a Grant 

application to the 2025 Bergen County Open Space Trust Fund for Municipal 
Park Improvements–Crestwood Park Improvements: Tennis Court. 

The vote was recorded, and a roll call was conducted as follows: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

(See Resolution 25-114 attached and made a part hereof) 
 

APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA: 

 

The vote was recorded, and a roll call was conducted as follows: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
(See Resolution 25-115 through 25-123 attached and made a part hereof) 

 

 

ADMINISTRATION: 

 

Council Committee Reports 

 

Councilman Yaccarino, Facilities, Parks and Recreation/ Land Use and Construction Code, 

stated there were a couple things that the mayor had already pointed out on the agenda.  Most 

excitingly is the Grant application for the Crestwood Park tennis courts.  I’ve talked about 

this in the past.  We’re looking to work with engineering in the near future to really perform 

a full rehab of the tennis courts, working with the recreation commission.   

  

 
Motion Second Yes No Abstain Absent 

Councilman Yaccarino       
Councilman O’Toole       
Councilwoman Homan       
Councilwoman Lovisolo       
Councilman Daloisio       
Councilman O’Connell       

 
Motion Second Yes No Abstain Absent 

Councilman Yaccarino       

Councilman O’Toole       

Councilwoman Homan       

Councilwoman Lovisolo       

Councilman Daloisio       

Councilman O’Connell       
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We brought up at their last meeting to get some thoughts in terms of how we can best use 

that space and what’s being used and how we can best take advantage of that.  The Mayor 

also mentioned we continue to have our bi-weekly huddles for the concession stand which is 

moving along.  It really does look nice so far.  If you’re up in the area, please look at it.  We’re 

really moving at a good pace.  That will be ready for this summer.   
 
If you’ve driven passed Brookside School, Field 3, right outside the entrance to borough hall, 
in our partnership with the Allendale Recreation Commission we received a full rehabilitation 
of the field pretty much end to end this week.  It looks phenomenal.  Our fields with DPW will 
receive a lot more maintenance as we start our field maintenance program.  We’re excited to 
get our fields in top shape.  Other than that, I’ll leave it there for tonight.   
 
Councilman Matthew O’Toole, Public Safety, stated that the Public Safety Committee had a 
very productive and lengthy meeting last evening.  We discussed some residents’ concerns 
which were sent to us via email, and I was happy to be able to get back to those residents 
this afternoon.  We also talked about things like logistics for upcoming events like the ARC 
5K in October.  Our recently implemented five-minute parking spot downtown seems to be 
working very well.  I noticed a few vehicles double-parked in the travel lane and handicap 
spot with their four-way flashers on as to just run in to pick up their orders from the 
restaurants.  Just a reminder there’s plenty of parking downtown in the lot by the Holiday 
Observer’s tree.  More signage is forthcoming on that, but the space is there.   
 
Finally, we are thrilled this evening to swear in Anthony Cardoniga as the newest member of 
the APD.  Anthony, welcome.  We know you’re a great addition to the force and the residents 
will be as happy to have you on the force as those of us who had a chance to get to know 
you a little bit.  Congratulations.  We’re happy you’re here.   
 
Councilwoman Susanne Lovisolo, Finance, Human Resources, Administration and Information 
Technology, Land Use and Construction Code, congratulated to our new officer.  Welcome to 
the Allendale team.  As the mayor has said this really is the best part of our meetings when 
we get to celebrate some exceptional new talent.   
 
Finance, HR, Admin and IT, our budget newsletter is going out very shortly.  Allendale has 
exceeded expectations, and we remain completely fiscally conservative.  It’s a good-looking 
budget.  Unfortunately, it’s one of the handful of meetings I’ve missed in four years, but I’ll 
be missing our adoption of the budget at our next council meeting.  That will be a good 
meeting to come to for people interested in finding out more about our budget.  We’ve started 
the process of looking at our capital requests.   
 
Regarding Land Use, there’s a lot going on.  The restaurants in town are starting to submit 
their outdoor dining plans to us.  As a reminder to our restaurants, you cannot put out your 
tables and chairs until your application for outdoor dining has been approved by Anthony 
Hackett.  All tables and chairs must appear on your sketch of your outdoor plan.  We’ve been 
updating our filming fees for companies interested in using Allendale as a possible shoot 
location.  We continue to address individual property issues and challenges.   
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Things that have been going on since our last mayor and council meeting, the Green Team 
met.  We’re gearing up for our spring cleanup, Environmental Day, on Saturday, May 3rd.   
 
We will have our usual collections for recycling including electronics and styrofoam as well 
as our paper shredding.  A little cleanup is going to be taking place in town in conjunction 
with Northern Highland students.   
 
As the mayor mentioned, we settled our fourth-round numbers.  Just a reminder for election 
if you care about fighting the overdevelopment of our small towns in New Jersey please make 
sure you look at where your candidates stand on these types of numbers.  The Mayor and I 
met with Mr. Beckerman from the high school to hear about their budget proposal for the 
year.  I attended the department head meeting that the mayor has started, which is always a 
great thing.  It gives us an opportunity to get together with our department heads, our 
construction, DPW, Finance, clerk’s office, our police and our library.   
 
Our Shade Tree Committee met at the community center.  Currently, we have three members 
with experience.  We were also joined by the mayor and Councilman Yaccarino.  As many of 
you know, we used to have a shade tree commission in town.  It kind of petered out as people 
moved and retired.  The commission was replaced by a hired tree expert, an arborist, but 
many of us felt strongly about having a few residents assist in some of the tree-related 
endeavors that we face in town.  We do have a committee that’s up and running.  We will be 
reviewing our code as it pertains to trees and shade trees and making some suggestions to 
that.  We will also be looking for opportunities to enhance our borough with planting 
suggestions as well as tree removal and pruning suggestions.  The committee also submitted 
a sketch idea for the entrance and path to Crestwood.  And while we don’t have the budget 
for that this year, it is something we are looking forward to doing in the near future.   
 
We met with some of the members of the holiday observers, and they are getting ready for 
our nation’s 250th celebration next year.  We are encouraging our residents, organizations 
and businesses to think of some events they may want to add to the calendar for 2026.   
 
And, finally, regarding the library, for adults this month we have the first of our cultural music 
programs, music from China at the community center on Sunday, April 13th.  There will be a 
total of four programs throughout the year that are funded by a Bergen County Arts grant.  
The library is also featuring a health education program, healthy eating on a budget, on April 
23rd and a scrapbooking workshop on the 30th.  This week is library week and the theme this 
year is drawing to the library.  On Friday, the library is having a program for the kids where 
they will draw comics expressing what they like best about the library.  Next week the library 
is hosting the second of their snack around the world series programs.  The kids learn about 
the country through their snacks that they get to sample and make a craft related to that 
country.  This month the featured country is Peru.  On April 24th, the library is having a very 
special event.  The children’s assistant is Anna Kang releasing her 12th Children’s picture 
book, So-Hee and Lowy.  The library is excited to be hosting story time where Anna will 
read her book, and the children will make a cute snake that looks like Lowy.  The library will 
also be hosting newcomers to town, another newcomer’s event where you get to mingle with 
new families in town and people just looking to meet and hang out can also attend that as 
well.  I think that’s in May.   
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Councilman Edward O’Connell, Facilities, Parks and Recreation, stated that I’m continuing to 
help the three scouts try to obtain their eagle scout project.  I was honored to attend 
Westpoint for Charlie Perruzzi’s eagle scout award with Chief Dillon and the mayor.   
 
I was wow’ d when all the eagles came up, over 50 eagles, and a room filled with 170 people.  
It was quite impressive.  I was happy to go.  The Holiday Observers Easter Egg Hunt 
scheduled for Saturday will now be Sunday at 2:00 p.m.   
 
Finally, I enjoyed myself at AVAC Scavenger Hunt.  I suggest everybody attend because we 
were laughing most of the time during that event.   
 
Councilman Joseph Daloisio, Public Works & Public Utility/ Public Safety was absent. 
   
Councilwoman Elizabeth Homan, Finance, Human Resources, Administration and Information 
Technology, Public Works & Public Utility, was absent. 
 
Staff Reports: 
 
Dottie Blitzer, Administrative Assistant/Acting Municipal Clerk, stated April 29th is the 
beginning of Crestwood Lake registration.  The Municipal Clerk will have late nights on May 
8th and May 20th.  May 20th is the last day to register to vote in the Primary Election.  May 
20th will also be the Satellite Clerk at the community center from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
 
Michael Dillon, Police Chief, stated it’s another great night for our department in the borough.  
Thank you for your unwavering support to our officers and staff.  I’m looking forward to 
seeing our department continue to grow and know that Anthony will be welcomed by our 
residents and a great fit for our community. 
 
Todd Griffiths, Police Lieutenant, stated that he echoes what the Police Chief said.   
 
Andrew Agugliaro, DPW Superintendent, was not present. 
 
Ray Wiss, Borough Attorney, stated in addition to working with the administrator and clerk 
on various items, some of which are on tonight’s agenda, most of the last two weeks were 
involved.  Unfortunately, the litigation and plea litigation matters, more specifically, today we 
had a two-hour oral argument on an Order to Show Cause involving the Avalon project which 
is a 275-unit project on Allendale’s border located in Saddle River.  Saddle River, as you may 
know, does not have its own sewer system.  This developer is litigating with us over its ability 
or right to use our system as part of its development.  The Judge has basically reserved all 
decision on it.  He’s looking for some supplemental engineering submissions and will probably 
put us back on his calendar in about 30 days down the road.  Relatedly, we’ve been involved 
with another developer in Saddle River that has two projects on the board.  About 100 
additional units, all of which are likewise seeking to use Allendale’s sewer system as part of 
their development.  It’s in the discussion stages, but, it could also wind up similar to the 
Avalon project in litigation mode in the near future.   
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We also have an issue involving our water treatment facility for PFAS involving one of the 
local residents in the placement of that facility.  That matter is also in litigation now involving 
both the borough and Veolia.  We have our ongoing work with Veolia with respect to 
implementation of the contract of sale and easements and things related thereto.   
 
MAYOR’S REPORT: 
 
Mayor Wilczynski stated that the community center is doing great.  Borough hall has been 
amazing to facilitate the opening and running of this.  We’re starting to have some community 
programs.  One is going to be a passport program where people can come and get their 
passports.  Another one is we’re going to have specialists come teaching residents how to do 
their wills.  Two very important topics.   
 
I look forward in the next session to welcoming Anthony Cardoniga.   
 
We talked all about our affordable housing and all the issues that we’re having with that, but 
Allendale remains committed to being compliant.  We remain committed to supplying 
affordable housing and we remain committed to trying to protect Allendale and the character 
of Allendale the best that we can.  I want to also thank all the police officers for your support 
tonight.   
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
SWEARING IN OF POLICE OFFICER: 
 

A. RES 25-124:   Authorize hiring of Police Officer – Anthony Cardoniga 
 

The vote was recorded, and a roll call was conducted as follows: 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mayor Wilczynski Administered the Oath of Office to Police Officer Anthony Cardoniga. 
Photos were taken. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT ON ANY MATTER:    
 
Acting Clerk, Dottie Blitzer, stated that a resident sent an email to mention their support for 
what was mentioned at the last council meeting with the six-foot fences.  Mayor Wilczynski 
said we have that on the Land Use Committee agenda to talk about.  We’ll review that 
ordinance.   
 

 
Motion Second Yes No Abstain Absent 

Councilman Yaccarino       
Councilman O’Toole       
Councilwoman Homan       
Councilwoman Lovisolo       
Councilman Daloisio       
Councilman O’Connell       
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Walter Widmer, 38 Hamilton Street, Allendale stated that all the complaints I had about the 
hum, I want to compliment you for getting rid of it.   
 
No one else from the public came forward. 
    
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:   None. 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 
There being no further business to come before the Mayor and Council, on a motion by 
Councilman O’Connell, second by Councilman O’Toole and unanimously carried, the meeting 
was adjourned at 7:35 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
____________________________________________   04/24/2025    
Linda Louise Cervino, RMC       Date Approved 
Municipal Clerk 
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