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PRESENT:   Mayor Ari Bernstein and Councilmembers Liz Homan, Edward O’Connell, 
Matthew O’Toole, Steve Sasso, Jim Strauch, and Amy Wilczynski  

 
ABSENT:        None 
 
ALSO PRESENT:   Borough Attorney Ray Wiss 
   Municipal Clerk Anne Dodd 
 

The annual Reorganization Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Allendale was held 

in the Municipal Building at 500 West Crescent Avenue, Allendale, NJ on January 6, 2020. The 

meeting was called to order at 7:33 p.m. by Mayor Ari Bernstein who asked that the Municipal 

Clerk read the open public meetings statement: “In compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act, 

the notice requirements have been satisfied. Notice of this meeting by Resolution #19-246 was sent 

to the Record, Ridgewood News and Star Ledger and has been posted on the public bulletin board 

in the Municipal Building and Borough website.” 

 

Mayor Bernstein led those present in a salute to the flag. 

 

Mayor Bernstein welcomed everyone to the Borough’s 2020 Reorganization Meeting.  He recognized 

Mayor Mike Ghassali of Montvale, who is running for Congress; Frank Palotta, a former Mahwah 

Councilman who is also running for Congress; Assemblyman Kevin Rooney; Assemblyman Chris 

DePhillips; State Senator Kristin Corrado; Mayor Emeritus Elizabeth White; Councilwoman 

Emeritus Jackie McSwiggan; Allendale Director of Operations/ Hasbrouck Heights Councilman Ron 

Kistner, who Mayor had the honor of swearing in to his third term the week before, and Police Chief 

Scherb. 

  

Swearing In of Elected Officials: 

 

Mayor Bernstein administered the Oath of Office to Council-Elect O’Toole  

 

Mayor Bernstein administered the Oath of Office to Council-Elect Sasso  

 

Mayor Bernstein then asked Anne Dodd to conduct a roll call of the 2020 Mayor & Council  

 
Resolutions 
 

Mayor Bernstein explained that Resolutions 20-01 through 20-08 had to be gone over individually 

and considered separately.  He gave a brief description of each of these resolutions.   

 
20-01/Order of Voting 
 
Motion by Councilwoman Wilczynski, second by Councilwoman Homan, that Resolution #20-01 be 
approved. 
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On a roll call, the vote was recorded as follows: 
 
Councilwoman Homan:  aye   Councilman Sasso:   aye 
Councilman O’Connell:  aye   Councilman Strauch:  aye 
Councilman O’Toole:  aye   Councilwoman Wilczynski: aye 
 

Resolution 20-01 
 

Order of Voting 

Be It Resolved by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Allendale, County of Bergen, State 
of New Jersey that order of voting for the governing body in 2020 will be as follows:  

 
Councilwoman Homan 
Councilman O’Connell 
Councilman O’Toole 
Councilman Sasso 

Councilman Strauch 
Councilwoman Wilczynski 

 
 

20-02/Election of Council President 
 
Motion by Councilman O’Connell , second by Councilwoman Homan, that Councilwoman Amy 
Wilczynski be nominated as Council President and Resolution #20-02 be approved. 
 
On a roll call, the vote was recorded as follows: 
 
Councilwoman Homan:  aye   Councilman Sasso:   aye 
Councilman O’Connell:  aye   Councilman Strauch:  aye 
Councilman O’Toole:  aye   Councilwoman Wilczynski: aye 
 

Resolution 20-02 
 

Election of Council President 
 

Be It Resolved that Amy Wilczynski is hereby elected President of the Borough Council for the 
year 2020. 
 
Councilwoman Wilczynski stated she was honored to work with everyone and expressed how special 
it is to serve as Council President. 
 
 
20-03/Time and Place of Mayor and Council Meetings for 2020 
 
Motion by Councilman Strauch, second by Councilman O’Connell that Resolution #20-03 be 
approved. 
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On a roll call, the vote was recorded as follows: 
 
Councilwoman Homan:  aye   Councilman Sasso:   aye 
Councilman O’Connell:  aye   Councilman Strauch:  aye 
Councilman O’Toole:  aye   Councilwoman Wilczynski: aye 
 

Resolution 20-03 
 

Time & Place of Mayor and Council Meetings for 2020 
 

Whereas, the Open Public Meetings Act, NJSA 10-4-20 et seq. took effect on January 20, 2076; 
and, 
 

Whereas, the Borough Council desires to be in complete compliance with the requirements 
and spirit of that act. 
 

Now, Therefore, Be It Resolved by the Governing Body as follows:  
 

1. The schedule listed below of regular meetings of this public body is hereby adopted for the year 
2020; 

2. A copy of the schedule shall be: 
a. Posted and maintained through the year on the bulletin board in the Allendale 

Borough Hall, 500 West Crescent Avenue, Allendale, New Jersey 07401 
b. Mailed at no cost to the following newspapers: The Record and the Ridgewood News 
c. Filed in the Office of the Borough Clerk 
d. Mailed to those who have requested same and have prepaid the sum of $10.00 fixed 

to cover the cost of providing such notice 
e. Official action may be taken. 

 
MAYOR & COUNCIL 

CALENDAR FOR 2020 
 

Work Sessions will be held at 7:30 p.m. followed by the Regular Sessions at 8:00 p.m. 
 

January   Sine Die   Monday, January 6 (7:00 p.m.) 
    Reorganization Meeting Monday, January 6 (7:30p.m.) 
        Thursday, January 23 
         
February        Thursday, February 13 

        Thursday, February 27 
 
March        Thursday, March 12 
        Thursday, March 26 
 
April         Thursday, April 16 
        Thursday, April 30 
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May        Thursday, May 14 
        Thursday, May 28 
 
June        Thursday, June 11 
        Thursday, June 25 
 
July         Thursday, July 9 
        Thursday, July 23 
 
August              Thursday, August 13 
        Thursday, August 27 
 
September       Thursday, September 10 
        Thursday, September 24 

 
October        Thursday, October 8  
        Thursday, October 22 
 
November       Thursday, November 12 
 
December        Thursday, December 3 
        Thursday, December 17     

 
 
20-04/Appointment of Borough Professionals  
 
Motion by Councilwoman Homan , second by Councilman Sasso, that Resolution #20-04 be 
approved. 
 
On a roll call, the vote was recorded as follows: 
 
Councilwoman Homan:  aye   Councilman Sasso:   aye 
Councilman O’Connell:  aye   Councilman Strauch:  aye 
Councilman O’Toole:  aye   Councilwoman Wilczynski: aye 
 
Mayor Bernstein thanked Mr. Wiss for continuing to serve as well as all the professionals.   
 

Resolution 20-04 
 

APPOINTMENT OF BOROUGH PROFESSIONALS 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough of Allendale requires the service of professionals for the calendar year 

2020; and, 
 

WHEREAS, it is contemplated that the temporary and permanent budgets will contain the 
necessary appropriations estimated to be reasonably required for each such professional service; and, 
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WHEREAS, the professionals named herein will be required to execute a contract for the 
services to be rendered which shall set forth the compensation for such services therein; and, 
 

WHEREAS, a Certification of availability of funds has been received from the Chief Financial 
Officer or that such funds will be encumbered by Purchase Order on an as-needed basis pursuant to 
the provisions of NJAC 5:30-5.4 et seq; and, 
 

WHEREAS, in any instance where it is anticipated that the expenditure for each such 
professional service will exceed the sum of $17,500 for said calendar year, the named professionals 
have completed, submitted and filed a Business Entity Certification Disclosure which certifies that 
the above named persons and/or entities have not made any reportable contributions to any political 
or candidate committee including (Republicans for Responsible Government, Allendale Republican 
Club, Allendale Democratic Club, Candidates for Allendale Municipal Government, Bergen County 
Democratic Organization, Bergen County Republican Organization) in the previous one (1) year, and 
that the contract will prohibit the above named professionals/business entities from making any 
reportable contributions through the term of the contract. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Allendale 
that the following appointments be and they are hereby made for the year: 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that these contracts are being awarded as a non-fair and open 
contract, pursuant to the provisions of NJSA 19:44A-20.5; 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Business Disclosure Entity Certification and the 
determination of value be placed on file with this Resolution. 
  
 Animal Control   Tyco Animal Control Service 
 Appraisal Firms    BBG/Izenberg Appraisal Associates 
      Associated Appraisal Group 
      Appraisal Systems 
 Affordable Housing Consultant Clarke Caton Hintz 
 Bond Counsel   Rogut McCarthy, LLC 
 Environmental Attorney  Susan Karp, Esq.  
 Environmental Consultant  RTP Environmental Associates, Inc. 
 Grant Writer    Bruno Associates 

Municipal Auditor   Lerch Vinci and Higgins, LLP 
Municipal & Labor Attorney  Wiss & Bouregy 

 Planner    Burgis Associates 
 Risk Management Consultant Eifert, French & Company 
 Municipal Engineer   Michael Vreeland of the firm 

Van Cleef Engineering 
 Engineer/Special Projects  Neglia Engineering 
 Special Counsel   William F. Harrison, Esq. of the firm 

Genova Burns, LLC 
 Tax Appeal Attorney  JoAnn Riccardi of the firm 

Norton, Murphy, Sheehy & Corrubia, P.C.  
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the compensation for the aforesaid positions to be 

established by the salary ordinance or the contract for such services which shall be executed by 
each of the professionals named herein; and, 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the aforesaid appointments were made without competitive 
bidding under the provisions of NJSA 40A:11-5(1)(a) which excepts from competitive bidding 
Professional Services rendered by persons authorized by law to practice a recognized profession and 
whose practice is regulated by law; and,                                                                       
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the appropriate Borough Officials be and they are hereby 
authorized to execute contracts with each of the professionals named herein for the services to be 
rendered; and, 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the compensation to be paid for the professionals named 

herein shall not exceed the budget appropriation for such services unless properly ordained in 
accordance with law; and, 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that each of the contracts shall contain a clause of “not to 

exceed” the total fees without prior written approval of the Governing Body; and  
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution be filed with the Borough Clerk 
and made available for inspection and that a brief notice of the passage thereof be published in The 
Record within ten days of the passage as required by law. 
 
 
20-05/Standing Committees 
 
Motion by Councilman O’Connell , second by Councilman O’Toole, that Resolution #20-05 be 
approved. 
 
On a roll call, the vote was recorded as follows: 
 
Councilwoman Homan:  aye   Councilman Sasso:   aye 
Councilman O’Connell:  aye   Councilman Strauch:  aye 
Councilman O’Toole:  aye   Councilwoman Wilczynski: aye 
 

Resolution 20-05 
 

Standing Committees 

 
Be It Resolved that the following Standing Committees shall be appointed by the Mayor: 

 
Administration, Finance and Human Resources 

 
Water, Sewer and Public Utilities 

 
Public Works 
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Facilities, Parks and Recreation 

 
Land Use and Construction Code 

 
Public Safety 

 
 
20-06/Appointments to Standing Committees 
 
Motion by Councilman O’Toole, second by Councilman Strauch, that Resolution #20-06 be 
approved. 
 
On a roll call, the vote was recorded as follows: 
 
Councilwoman Homan:  aye   Councilman Sasso:   aye 
Councilman O’Connell:  aye   Councilman Strauch:  aye 
Councilman O’Toole:  aye   Councilwoman Wilczynski: aye 

 
Resolution 20-06 

 
Appointments to Standing Committees 

 
BE IT RESOLVED that the first named Council member shall act as Chair of the Committee: 

 
Administration, Finance and Human Resources 
Councilman O’Toole and Councilwoman Wilczynski 

 
Water, Sewer and Public Utilities 

Councilwoman Homan and Councilman Sasso 
 

Public Works 

Councilman Strauch and Councilman O’Connell 
 

Facilities, Parks and Recreation 

Councilwoman Wilczynski and Councilwoman Homan 
 

Land Use and Construction Code 

Councilman Sasso and Councilman Strauch  
 

Public Safety 
Councilman O’Connell and Councilman O’Toole 

 
 
20-07/Appointment of Fire Chief and Asst. Fire Chief 
 
Motion by Councilman Strauch, second by Councilman O’Connell, that Resolution #20-07 be 
approved. 
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On a roll call, the vote was recorded as follows: 
 
Councilwoman Homan:  aye   Councilman Sasso:   aye 
Councilman O’Connell:  aye   Councilman Strauch:  aye 
Councilman O’Toole:  aye   Councilwoman Wilczynski: aye   

 
Resolution 20-07 

 
APPOINTMENT OF FIRE CHIEF AND ASSISTANT FIRE CHIEF 

 
BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Borough Council do hereby confirm the election of the 

following individuals for the term expiring December 31, 2020: 
 
   John Rubino, III   Fire Chief 

Robert Policht   Assistant Fire Chief 
 
 
20-08/Appointment of Fire Official 
 
Motion by Councilman Strauch, second by Councilwoman Wilczynski, that Resolution #20-08 be 
approved. 
 
On a roll call, the vote was recorded as follows: 
 
Councilwoman Homan:  aye   Councilman Sasso:   aye 
Councilman O’Connell:  aye   Councilman Strauch:  aye 
Councilman O’Toole:  aye   Councilwoman Wilczynski: aye 
  

Resolution 20-08 
 

APPOINTMENT OF FIRE OFFICIAL 
 

BE IT RESOLVED that the following individual be and is hereby appointed by the Mayor and 
Council as Fire Official for the Borough of Allendale for the year 2020. 
 

Fire Official – Kevin Todd 
 
 
Swearing In of Ambulance Corps Officers 

 
Mayor Bernstein was honored to swear in the Allendale Volunteer Ambulance Corps. Officers.  
Words cannot fully express the gratitude for what they do.  Everyone is so appreciative of their time, 
effort and expertise.  He also expressed what a great party it was last Friday night.   
 
Mayor Bernstein administered the Oath of Office to the 2020 Officers of the Allendale Volunteer 
Ambulance Corps which are as follows: 
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Daryl E. D’Amore-Bottaro, Chief       Vincenzo Bottaro, President 

          Robert Oddo, Assistant Chief      Jose Diaz-Hernandez, Vice President 
          Ariane Hertenstein, 1st Lieutenant     Karen Clark, Recording Secretary  
          Gregory Saperstein, 2nd Lieutenant     Linda Morgan, Corresponding Secretary  
  Stephanie Pini, 3rd Lieutenant      Beth Fylstra, Treasurer  
 
 
Mayor’s Appointments 
 
Mayor Bernstein announced that he will be making the following appointments: 
 
Land Use Board  
Ron Kistner (Class II, 1 year)                                  12/31/2020  
Steve Sasso (Class III, 1 year)     12/31/2020 
Patty Davis  (Class IV, 4 year)                              12/31/2023 
Tyler Yaccarino (Alternate No. 1, unexpired 2 year)  12/31/2020 
Robert Forbes (Alternate No. 2, 2 year)    12/31/2021 
 
Being on the Land Use Board is an important job and Mayor Bernstein thanked the appointees for 
their willingness to serve. 
 
Library Board of Trustees  
Suzanne Warzala       12/31/2024 
Jacqueline McSwiggan (unexpired 5 year–Martin)  12/31/2021 
Melissa Duncan – Superintendent Representative 
 
Mayor Bernstein expressed how thrilled he was that new member, Suzanne Warzala, was going to 
be serving on the Library Board and thanked all the members for their service.   
 
 
Consent Agenda 

 
With no members of the governing body having questions, Mayor Bernstein asked for a motion to 
approve Resolutions 20-09 to 20-65, the Consent Agenda. 
 

A. 20-09/Council Appointments –Various Boards 
B. 20-10/Appointment of Police Physician 
C. 20-11/Appointment of Continuing Disclosure Agent and Independent Registered 

Municipal Advisor  

D. 20-12/Appointment of Assessment and Tax Search Officers 
E. 20-13/Appointment of Fund Commissioner 
F. 20-14/Appointment of PACO Officer, Personnel Officer and Anti-Sexual Harassment 

Officer 
G. 20-15/Appointment of Fire Inspectors 
H. 20-16/Claims Account/Withdrawal of Borough Funds 
I. 20-17/ADA Compliance Officer 
J. 20-18/Adoption of By-Laws 
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K. 20-19/Official Newspapers 
L. 20-20/Withdrawal of Water Utility Funds 
M. 20-21/Official Depositories 
N. 20-22/Payroll Account 
O. 20-23/Payments Between Meeting Dates 
P. 20-24/Cash Management Plan 
Q. 20-25/Authorization for Telephone/Electronic Transfer of Funds 
R. 20-26/Petty Cash Funds 
S. 20-27/Interest on Delinquent Taxes 
T. 20-28/Authorization to Conduct Tax Sale 
U. 20-29/Fee for Returned Checks 
V. 20-30/Continued Compensation for Borough Employees 
W. 20-31/Insurance for Non-Profit Organizations 
X. 20-32/Coverage of Quasi-Public Entities by JIF 
Y. 20-33/Appointment of Police Chaplain 
Z. 20-34/Appointment of Zoning Officer 

AA. 20-35/Appointment of Property Maintenance Officer 
BB. 20-36/Volunteer Tuition Credit Program 
CC. 20-37/Appointment of Administrative Officer  
DD. 20-38/Appointment of Allendale Housing, Inc. Board of Trustees 
EE. 20-39/Appointment of Qualified Purchasing Agent 
FF. 20-40/Appointments to Allendale Senior Housing Board of Trustees 
GG. 20-41/ Appointment of Official Towing Companies  
HH. 20-42/Donation of Crestwood Lake Pass - AFEE 
II. 20-43/Appointment of Water Collector 
JJ. 20-44/Appointment of Licensed Water Operator 
KK. 20-45/Appointment of Acting Municipal Clerk 

LL. 20-46/Appointment of Director of Operations 
MM. 20-47/Appointment of Deputy Municipal Clerk 
NN. 20-48/Appointment of Crew Chiefs for the DPW 
OO. 20-49/Appointment of Court Officials 
PP. 20-50/Appointment of 9-1-1 System Coordinator – Police Officer Michael T. Dillon 
QQ. 20-51/Approval of 2020 Temporary Budget 
RR. 20-52/Authorize Participation in Mutual Aid & Rapid Deployment Force 
SS. 20-53/Award Street Sweeping Services 2020 – TSS Facility Services 
TT. 20-54/Prescribe Details & Bond Form for $985,000 General Improvement Bonds & 

Authorize Acceptance of Offer to Purchase Said Bonds & Provide for Other Matters in 
Connection Therewith 

UU. 20-55/Approve 2020 Salary – Police Department Employees 

VV. 20-56/Approve Shared Service Agreement – Licensed Sewer Operator Services 
WW. 20-57/Donation of Crestwood Lake Pass – Archer Nursery School 
XX. 20-58/Appointment of Board of Health/Tax Assessor Clerk Part-Time Hourly 
YY. 20-59/Award Janitorial Services 2020- Guy’s Maintenance  
ZZ. 20-60/Designate Acting Municipal Court Administrator 

AAA. 20-61/ Award Contract for As Needed Snow Plowing and Removal Services, Borough 
Roadways, January 1, 2020 through December 31, 2020 – ONQUE Technologies, Inc. 
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BBB. 20-62/Approval of 2020 Workplace Alcohol & Drug Testing Contract – Valley Medical 

Group 
CCC. 20-63/Approval of Contract for Registrar, Deputy Registrar and Vital Statistics Services 

2020 – Northwest Bergen Regional Health Commission 
DDD. 20-64/Appointment of Regular Part-Time Hourly Crossing Guard – Howard Frankel 
EEE. 20-65/Award Contract for As Needed Snow Plowing and Removal Services, Borough 

Facilities, January 1, 2020 through December 31, 2020 – ONQUE Technologies, Inc. 
 
Motion by Councilman Sasso, second by Councilwoman Wilczynski, that the Consent Agenda be 
approved. 
 
On a roll call, the vote on the Consent Agenda was recorded as follows: 
 
Councilwoman Homan:  aye   Councilman Sasso:   aye 
Councilman O’Connell:  aye   Councilman Strauch:  aye 
Councilman O’Toole:  aye   Councilwoman Wilczynski: aye 
 
All members present voting in favor, the Consent Agenda was approved. 

 
(See Resolutions 20-09 to 20-65 attached and made a part hereof) 
 
New Business:  

 
There was no new business. 
  
Public Comment on any issue: 

 
No public came forward to comment. 
 
Before asking for a motion to adjourn the meeting, Mayor Bernstein, once again, thanked the 
professionals, public safety members, department heads and the public for their support.   
 

Adjournment: 
 

There being no further business to come before the Mayor and Council, on a motion by 
Councilwoman Homan, second by Councilman O’Connell, and unanimously carried, to adjourn this 
meeting. The meeting was adjourned at 7:57p.m. 
 

        Respectfully submitted, 

 
 
 

        Michelle Ryan 
        Acting Municipal Clerk 
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