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PRESENT:   Mayor Ari Bernstein   
(in person)  
 
PRESENT:  Councilmembers Liz Homan, Edward O’Connell, Matthew O’Toole, Steve Sasso, 

Jim Strauch and Amy Wilczynski 
(via teleconference)  
 
ABSENT:        None 
 
ALSO PRESENT:   Borough Attorney Raymond Wiss 
(in person)  Acting Municipal Clerk Michelle Ryan 

 
A Regular Session Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Allendale was held in the 
Municipal Building at 500 West Crescent Avenue, Allendale, NJ on May 14, 2020. However, due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic, access to the public was provided via GoToMeeting video and 
teleconferencing only, with adequate notice of same posted for public viewing.  The meeting was 
called to order at 8:00p.m. by Mayor Bernstein who reminded the public to mute their phones so as 
not to distract from the business of the meeting.  Mayor Bernstein advised the public that they 
would have several opportunities at appropriate times throughout this meeting to be heard.     
 
Mayor Bernstein asked that the Acting Municipal Clerk read the open public meetings statement: 
“In compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act, the notice requirements have been satisfied. The 
meeting dates for the year are confirmed at the Annual Meeting, are posted on the public bulletin 
board in the Municipal Building, published in The Record within the first 10 days of the New Year, 
and copies are sent to The Ridgewood News and Star Ledger.” 
 

The Mayor led those present in a salute to the flag. 
 
Approval of Minutes: 
 
Motion by Councilman O’Connell, second by Councilwoman Wilczynski, that the Minutes of April 
30, 2020 Work and Regular Sessions be and are hereby approved. 
 
On a roll call, the vote was recorded as follows: 
 
Councilwoman Homan:   aye  Councilman Sasso:   aye   
Councilman O’Connell:  aye  Councilman Strauch:  aye 
Councilman O’Toole:  aye*  Councilwoman Wilczynski: aye 
 
*The record reflects that due to audio technical difficulties, Councilman O’Toole’s vote was cast 
through written confirmation to Mayor Bernstein  
   
2020 Municipal Budget Presentation and Public Hearing:  

  
Borough Auditor Paul Lerch of the firm Lerch, Vinci & Higgins presented the Borough’s 2020 
Municipal Budget.  He explained that the COVID-19 pandemic is making every municipality have to 
deal with unforeseen potential losses in revenue and additional expenses.  He assured everyone that 
the Borough is fully aware and monitoring the situation closely and that the Borough will be doing 
its best to get through the current year.  It will really come down to how strong the Borough’s  
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balance sheets are, cash reserves and limiting expenditures.  He shared that he did not foresee an 
operating deficit. 
 
He reported that the Borough’s overall assessed value on properties dropped by $7 million, and 
although increases are always preferable, he noted that this was not a significant decrease.   
 
Mr. Lerch showed a slide presentation, attached and made a part hereof, that he had prepared.  He 
provided an overview and breakdown of revenues and appropriations, giving a comparison of the 
2019 and 2020 budgets.  He reviewed the sources of revenue, the largest of which is from taxation.  
During discussion of the “Breakdown of Revenue” on page 2, he noted the asterisk on the 2019 
adopted budget reflected the revenue appropriation cancellation of a debt service of $1 million, 
which was going to be used to pay down the Note on 220/230 that didn’t happen.  It has however 
been reserved.  The 2020 vs 2019 budgets show a decrease in surplus of $700,000.  State Aid has 
remained flat although with the pandemic their payments may be delayed to municipalities.  There 
was a drop in delinquent taxes so the Borough is anticipating using less money for this than in 
2019.  The payments to the library have increased $309,000 over the year before.  He also reviewed 
the pie chart on page 3 showing the percentages for the corresponding 2020 revenues from page 2.  
He advised that the 2020 amount to be raised by taxation is $1,123,878 below the Tax Levy CAP as 
shown on page 4.  While thoroughly explaining the Budget Spending Analysis on page 5, he noted 
that spending has been relatively flat.  He then reviewed appropriation allocations shown on page 6 
and noted that the Borough’s budget CAP spending is $377,505 below the maximum permitted as 
listed on page 7.  In terms of the tax rate apportion, he commented that the County and school 
portions are not within the Borough’s control and advised that there is an estimated 2% increase in 
their levy.  He expressed that the average increase in the municipal portion of the tax bill will be 
$137 with the average residential home value at $661,334.  Overall, the last five-year average shows 
the increase is still below 2%.   
 
In response to Councilman Strauch’s question regarding the increase to the library appropriation, 
Mr. Lerch stated that library contributions are based on a three-year average formula, hence the 
increase.     
 
Mayor Bernstein thanked Mr. Lerch for his thorough presentation and his sage guidance during the 
process.  He opened the meeting for public comment on the 2020 Municipal Budget.   
 
Mark Savastano, 22 Vreeland Place, inquired if there was any concern regarding the delinquent 
taxes line item based on Governor Murphy’s executive order.  With renters not having to pay 
landlords, he asked if a problem is foreseen with the ability of landlords to pay their property taxes.  
Mr. Lerch responded that it is a distinct possibility, however it is too early to tell.  With over 50% of 
property taxes being paid through mortgage companies, any potential difficulties may come later, 

maybe in the third quarter.  There is also the potential that at the end of the year, the collection 
rate may be outstanding.  It is wait and see, but everything is being monitored closely.  Mrs. Mayer, 
Allendale’s CFO, added that the collection rate thus far this year has actually been better than it 
was this time last year.  Mr. Savastano also inquired as to the percentage or number of rentals in 
Allendale, however that is not a number that the Borough can accurately track.   
 
With no others coming forward for comment, Mayor Bernstein ended the budget presentation and 
public hearing and returned to the Regular Session meeting.         
 
Public Comment on Agenda Items Only: 
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Mark Savastano, 22 Vreeland Place, inquired as to what prompted having to address the noise 
ordinance.  As this was not an official agenda item and was only discussed during Councilman 
Sasso’s committee report, it was agreed that Mr. Savastano would readdress this during the general 
public comment portion later in the meeting so as to follow the agenda and Robert’s Rules of Order 
to keep in following the Robert’s Rules of Order.    
 
No other public came forward to comment.  
 
Public Hearing for Advertised Ordinances:  

 
The Acting Municipal Clerk read into the record: 
 
The following ordinance published herewith was first read by title only on April 30, 2020 and posted 
on the bulletin board of the lobby of the municipal building and borough website.   
 
ORDINANCE 20-09 – AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 53 OF THE CODE OF THE 
BOROUGH OF ALLENDALE, “OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES”, TO FIX THE SALARIES, WAGES AND 
COMPENSATION OF THE OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES OF THE BOROUGH OF ALLENDALE FOR 
THE YEAR 2020 
 
Public Comments on Ordinance 20-09: 
 
No one came forward. 
 
Motion by Councilwoman Wilczynski, second by Councilman O’Connell, that Ordinance 20-09 be 
passed on second and final reading and is hereby adopted and notice of same shall be published 
according to law. 
 
On a roll call, the vote was recorded as follows: 
 
Councilwoman Homan: aye    Councilman Sasso:   aye 
Councilman O’Connell: aye    Councilman Strauch:  aye 
Councilman O’Toole: aye*    Councilwoman Wilczynski: aye 
 
*The record reflects that due to audio technical difficulties, Councilman O’Toole’s vote was cast 
through written confirmation to Mr. Kistner. 
 
(See Ordinance 20-09 attached and made a part hereof.) 
 

Resolutions 
 

2020 Municipal Budget  
 
20-128/Self-Examination of 2020 Municipal Budget 
 
Motion by Councilman Sasso, with second by Councilwoman Wilczynski that Resolution 20-128 be 
and is hereby approved. 

 
On a roll call, the vote was recorded as follows: 



Mayor and Council of the Borough of Allendale 

Regular Session Meeting Minutes 

May 14, 2020 

4 
 

 
 
Councilwoman Homan:  aye   Councilman Sasso:   aye  
Councilman O’Connell:  aye   Councilman Strauch:  aye 
Councilman O’Toole:  aye*   Councilwoman Wilczynski: aye 
 
*The record reflects that due to audio technical difficulties, Councilman O’Toole’s vote was cast 
through written confirmation to Mr. Kistner. 
 
(See Resolution 20-128 attached and made a part hereof.) 
 
20-129/Read Budget by Title Only 
 
Motion by Councilman O’Connell, with second by Councilwoman Wilczynski that Resolution 20-129 
be and is hereby approved. 

 
On a roll call, the vote was recorded as follows: 
 
Councilwoman Homan:  aye   Councilman Sasso:   aye  
Councilman O’Connell:  aye   Councilman Strauch:  aye 
Councilman O’Toole:  aye   Councilwoman Wilczynski: aye 
 
(See Resolution 20-129 attached and made a part hereof.) 
 
20-130/Adopt 2020 Local Municipal Budget 
 
Motion by Councilwoman Wilczynski, with second by Councilman O’Toole that Resolution 20-130 
be and is hereby approved. 

 
On a roll call, the vote was recorded as follows: 
 
Councilwoman Homan:  aye   Councilman Sasso:   aye  
Councilman O’Connell:  aye   Councilman Strauch:  aye 
Councilman O’Toole:  aye   Councilwoman Wilczynski: aye 
 
(See Resolution 20-130 attached and made a part hereof.) 
 
Mayor Bernstein and Councilmembers Homan and Wilczynski thanked Mr. Lerch and Mrs. Mayer 
for all their work.   
 

Consent Agenda: 
 

A. 20-131/Approve Bill List 
B. 20-132/Approve 2020 Salaries – Teamsters Local No. 11 Employees 
C. 20-133/Appoint Hourly Seasonal Intern – Kaitlyn Callaghan 
D. 20-134/Authorize Cancellation of Unexpended General Capital Ordinance Balances 
E. 20-135/Authorize Tax Collector to Prepare and Mail Estimated Tax Bills 

 
Motion by Councilman Strauch, with second by Councilwoman Homan that the Consent Agenda be 
and is hereby approved. 
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On a roll call, the vote was recorded as follows: 
 
Councilwoman Homan:  aye   Councilman Sasso:   aye  
Councilman O’Connell:  aye   Councilman Strauch:  aye 
Councilman O’Toole:  aye   Councilwoman Wilczynski: aye 
 
(See Resolutions 20-131 through 20-135 attached and made a part hereof.) 
       
Unfinished Business: 

 
There was no unfinished business. 
 
New Business:  
 

There was no new business. 
 

Committee Reports and Comments: 

 
The committee reports by Councilmembers O’Connell, Sasso, Homan and Wilczynski were provided 
during the Work Session. 
 
Councilman O’Toole – Administration, Finance & Human Resources 
Councilman O’Toole thanked everyone involved in the budget process, especially CFO Alissa Mayer.  
He acknowledged the entire Finance Committee for their guidance and expertise as well as the 
Financial Advisory Committee for their recommendations, some of which are still being explored.   
 
Mayor Bernstein thanked Councilman O’Toole for his hard work as Finance Committee Chair. 
 
Councilman Strauch – Public Works  
Councilman Strauch applauded Mayor Bernstein for setting an example and wearing his mask on 
camera tonight.  He stressed the importance of continuing to follow the protective protocols the 
State has put in place, which have resulted in Allendale being one of the lower affected communities 
in Bergen County.  He recognized Ron Kistner and the DPW team for their personal sacrifices by 
continuing to perform essential services for the Borough during the pandemic.  He also recognized 
the staff’s efforts to open up the compost area in a safe manner and process the permits quickly.        
 

Mayor’s Report   
    
Mayor Bernstein gave the following address to the public: 

 
Allendale has 60 presumptive positive COVID-19 cases as of May 12th.  Allendale remains fortunate 
that our community is on the lower spectrum of these cases in Bergen County.  As a whole, we’ve 
been diligent, doing the right thing and maintaining social distancing.  We’re cautiously optimistic, 
as we are told we are at the apex.   
 
We are nine weeks into the quarantine and are adjusting daily to the “new normal” and what works 
best for our households. I want to applaud and commend the employees who immediately went into 
action to keep our services running.  I want to continue to thank the Allendale  
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team, made up of the Borough’s OEM, which works daily, the Board of Health, all of the Borough’s 
first responders and volunteers on the front lines, as well as our residents who have continued their 
roles as doctors, nurses, services providers and business owners, for all their continued efforts in 
ensuring that life continues in many ways for the rest of us.  I want to thank the residents.  We’ve 
been in this together, we will continue together and we will finish this together.  We know that 
better times lie ahead for us.     
 
We have had to make difficult decisions during this time, but we continue to work as one team and 
act in the best interest of our residents. Here are a few important updates that I would like to share 
with you at this time:  
 

• All restrictions on social distancing remain in place through June 6th as outlined in Governor 
Murphy’s latest Executive Order. Any concerns related to large group gatherings or violations 

of the executive order should be directed to the Allendale PD. I want to thank the Police 
Department for all they continue to do to protect Allendale.  

 

• Allendale playgrounds, fields and the Celery Farm remain closed. Crestwood Park is still 
open for passive recreation only – walking, running, hiking.  As we continue to have nice 
weather please be mindful of social distancing guidelines. 

 

• Governor Murphy has continued remote learning through the end of the school year.  
 

• Governor Murphy has moved the Primary Election, normally held in June, to July 7th.  His 
decision is expected shortly on whether the polls will be open or if it will be conducted 
entirely through mail-in ballots.  As we get that information, we’ll pass it along to the 
residents and take the appropriate action.   

 

• The Holiday Observers have postponed their 4th of July celebration until September. It’s a 
great tradition and they have our full support.   

 

• I would like to thank Ron Kistner and the DPW for their efforts to open the Compost Center 
on West Crescent Ave to 2020 permit holders. We encourage all residents to use their best 
judgement when coming to the compost center.  Please remember that no borough employees 
will be available to assist with unloading of materials. A permit can be applied for by going to 
the website, www.allendalenj.gov.  No contact payment and permit pickup arrangements can 
be made with Michelle Ryan or if you prefer everything can be done through postal mail also.   
 

• Testing centers remain open at Bergen Community College, Bergen New Bridge Medical 
Center, and Rite Aid in Waldwick. 

 

• www.nj.gov continues to have the latest info on the pandemic, including testing site info, 
executive orders and briefings from the governor as well as info on unemployment, disability, 
and financial and other assistance available during this time.  We also have the this link up 
on our website www.allendalenj.gov. 
 

• Today is a statewide Census Day of Action in NJ.  It is crucial that you complete this Census.  
As of May 11th, Allendale’s response rate is 73.9%.  We need that remaining 26% to fill it out.     
 

http://www.allendalenj.gov/
http://www.nj.gov/
http://www.allendalenj.gov/
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• Our administrative offices are still operating. Contact information by department is available 
on our website.   
 

• Second quarter tax payments were due on May 1st.  Penalties started May 12th, so if you 
haven’t made your payment yet please make it as soon as possible. 
 

• I had a conversation with Joe Chinnici, Commander of VFW Post 10181, regarding Memorial 
Day and for obvious reasons we can’t do what we usually do however I’ve communicated with 
Mrs. Mather from Brookside School to see if we can commemorate the day in a special way.  I 
will keep everyone posted. 
 

• As always, check www.allendalenj.gov for updates on our services and official messages.   

 

Staff Report: 
 

Mr. Wiss, Borough Attorney, advised that most of the work his office has done since the last 
meeting is reflected on tonight’s agenda or has been mentioned in Council Committee reports.   
 
Ms. Ryan, Mrs. Mayer, and Mr. Kistner did not have anything to report.   
 

Public Comment on any issue: 

 
Mr. Savastano, 22 Vreeland Place, inquired about what prompted amendments to the noise 
ordinance to be considered.  Councilman Sasso advised there was no major issue, just noticing 
things from his walks throughout town.  Councilman Sasso stated that the Land Use Committee is 
uniquely positioned to impact real issues, maintain balance and help improve the quality of life for 
residents.  Mr. Savastano thanked the Councilman and said he would email him some concerns he 
feels should be looked into.  Mr. Savastano also inquired as to the reason the Celery Farm is closed 
to the public.  Mayor Bernstein advised him that the Marsh Warden has recommended the closure 
as the pathways are narrow and do not allow for proper social distancing compliance at this time.   
 
Jackie McSwiggan, 70 Greenway, inquired if the 8:00pm curfew was still in effect and what that 
curfew applied to.  After some discussion, Mrs. McSwiggan was advised that there would notbe an 
issue with driving on Allendale roadways after 8:00pm.   
 
Mr. Savastano had some questions regarding Resolution 20-134, which he email the Mayor about. 
 
No other public came forward to comment. 
 
Adjournment  
There being no further business to come before the Mayor and Council, on a motion by 
Councilwoman Homan, with second by Councilwoman Wilczynski, and unanimously carried, the 
meeting was adjourned at 8:57p.m. 
 
        Respectfully submitted 
 
        Michelle Ryan 
        Acting Municipal Clerk 

http://www.allendalenj.gov/
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