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PRESENT:   Mayor Ari Bernstein   
(in person)  
 
PRESENT:  Councilmembers Liz Homan, Edward O’Connell, Matthew O’Toole, Steve Sasso, 

Jim Strauch and Amy Wilczynski 
(via teleconference)  
 
ABSENT:        None 
 
ALSO PRESENT:   Borough Attorney Raymond Wiss 
(in person)  Acting Municipal Clerk Michelle Ryan 

 
 

A Regular Session Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Allendale was held in the 
Municipal Building at 500 West Crescent Avenue, Allendale, NJ on August 13, 2020. However, due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic, access to the public was provided via GoToMeeting video and 
teleconferencing only, with adequate notice of same posted for public viewing.  The meeting was 
called to order at 8:00p.m. by Mayor Bernstein who reminded the public to mute their devices so as 
not to distract from the business at hand.  Mayor Bernstein advised the public that they would have 
several opportunities at appropriate times throughout this meeting to be heard.     
 
Mayor Bernstein asked that the Acting Municipal Clerk read the open public meetings statement: 
“In compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act, the notice requirements have been satisfied. The 
meeting dates for the year are confirmed at the Annual Meeting, are posted on the public bulletin 
board in the Municipal Building, published in The Record within the first 10 days of the New Year, 
and copies are sent to The Ridgewood News and Star Ledger.” 
 
The Mayor led those present in a salute to the flag. 
 
Approval of Minutes: 

 
Motion by Councilman Strauch, second by Councilman O’Toole, that the Minutes of July 23, 2020 
Work and Regular Session be and are hereby approved. 
 
On a roll call, the vote was recorded as follows: 
 
Councilwoman Homan:   aye  Councilman Sasso:   aye   
Councilman O’Connell:  aye  Councilman Strauch:  aye 
Councilman O’Toole:  aye  Councilwoman Wilczynski: aye 
 

Public Comment on Agenda Items Only: 
 
No public came forward to comment.  
 
Consent Agenda: 

 
A. 20-187/Approve Bill List 
B. 20-188/Authorize Refunds – 2020 Tax Overpayments – BCUW Madeline Housing Partners,  

LLC – 221 & 223 E. Crescent Ave (Block 506, Lots 4.07 & 4.08)  
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C. 20-189/Authorize Allendale Chamber of Commerce’s 2020 Festival Day 
D. 20-190/Appoint Borough Professional – Bertone Piccini, LLC  
E. 20-191/Approve Notice of Intent to Award a Contract under a National Cooperative 

Purchasing Agreement – 3M Scott SCBA Equipment – New Jersey Fire Equipment – 
Houston-Galveston Area Council Cooperative 

F. 20-192/Convey Support of Assembly Bill A108 and Accompanying Senate Bill S2473 to 
Improve Service Performance by Public Utility Companies in the Public’s Interest 

 
Motion by Councilman Wilczynski, with second by Councilwoman O’Toole that the Consent Agenda 
be and is hereby approved. 
 
On a roll call, the vote was recorded as follows: 
 
Councilwoman Homan:  aye   Councilman Sasso:   aye  
Councilman O’Connell:  aye   Councilman Strauch:  aye 
Councilman O’Toole:  aye   Councilwoman Wilczynski: aye 
     

Unfinished Business: 
 
There was no unfinished business. 
 

New Business:  

 
There was no new business. 
 
Committee Reports and Comments:  

 

Councilmembers O’Connell, Sasso, and Wilczynski provided reports during the Work Session. 
 

Councilwoman Homan – Water, Sewer and Public Utilities 
Councilwoman Homan thanked the residents for their cooperation with the emergency watering ban 
after the storm.  She also thanked SUEZ, Jeff Piccinich, and Ron Kistner who lead the response to 
ensure the repairs were complete.  SUEZ continues to work to improve water efficiency unrelated to 
the storm.  With the water ban being over, the town returns to Phase 2 water restrictions.  Due to 
the storm the virtual water meeting was rescheduled to Wednesday September 16th at 7pm.  The 
link to the meeting will be on the borough’s website, Facebook page, and newsletter.  Residents 
should have received their second quarter water bill in July.  She reminded residents to pay the bill 
as quickly as possible using the various payment methods available.  If residents have questions on 
water, they should feel free to email the Councilwoman.      
 
Mayor Bernstein commended Councilwoman Homan on all her efforts.    
 
Councilman O’Toole – Administration, Finance and Human Resources 
Councilman O’Toole reported that the committee met earlier this evening to discuss personnel items 
including interns in the Fall.  He will reach back out to Northern Highlands to set up interviews.      
 
Councilman Strauch – Public Works  
Councilman Strauch expressed, as a resident of Allendale, along with his wife and fellow neighbors,  
their gratitude for everything Mayor Bernstein did during the past week in the aftermath of the  
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storm.  He complimented the communication from the borough to the residents and all the efforts  
to restore power to the town. He also complimented Mayor Bernstein’s report that expressed how 
many people are involved to get the town up and running.  Mayor Bernstein stated that he had the 
honor and privilege to serve under Mayors Barra and White who were put under similar 
circumstances and learned from the best.  Councilman Strauch announced another Downtown 
Dine Out on August 15th.  He informed the council on the efforts the DPW for that event as well as 
the post storm clean up.      
 
Mayor’s Report:   
    
This agenda item was addressed during the Work Session 
  
Staff Report: 
 

Mr. Wiss, Borough Attorney stated that other than what’s been stated in the agenda and committee 
reports, he has been involved with 220/230 continuation and personnel matters.   
 
Ms. Ryan, Acting Clerk, had no report.  Mayor Bernstein thanked Ms. Ryan for her work during and 
post storm.  Ms. Ryan stated that it was a team effort.   
 
Mr. Kistner, Director of Operations/Administrative Officer, stated that the outside contractors and 
DPW are doing a great job with the cleanup.  Of the 140 plus streets, 86 have been cleaned.  TSS 
Sweeping will be back tomorrow.  Borst Landscaping has two crews assisting the DPW.  Mr. Kistner 
complimented DPW Crew Chief Dan Richards and the DPW for their cleanup efforts and Layne 
Simon and Jeff Picinnich for their efforts to get the water pumps operational.  He highlighted the 
efforts of outside vendors such as Tom McCoy of Save a Tree for their unbelievable work.  Mr. 
Kistner thanked Assemblyman Chris DePhillips for his efforts from the start of the storm.  He truly 
stepped up to help Allendale.  Mr. Kistner thanked the Mayor and all the residents of Allendale.      
 

Public Comment on any issue: 
 
Kristen Tsarnas, 74 Heights Road stated that it appears to her that the town doesn’t have the 
appetite for a deer cull.  She requested user friendly information be put out to help residents 
understand what rights and regulations they have as far as having a bow hunter on their property.   
Mayor Bernstein stated that he, Chief Scherb and Councilmen Sasso and O’Connell will discuss at 
the next Public Safety meeting next Tuesday and will report at the next meeting.   
 
Jesse Veltan, 68 Elbrook Drive, thanked everyone for the storm response and asked if a budget was 
in place for the new Borough Hall.  Councilwoman Wilczynski responded that $3.5 million from the 

purchase of the property will be used for construction by a third party that Hampshire will oversee.   
 

Adjournment:  
 
There being no further business to come before the Mayor and Council, on a motion by 
Councilwoman Homan, with second by Councilwoman Wilczynski, and unanimously carried, the 
meeting was adjourned at 8:27p.m. 
        Respectfully submitted 
        Michelle Ryan 
        Acting Municipal Clerk 
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