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PRESENT:   Mayor Ari Bernstein   
(in person)  
 
PRESENT:  Councilmembers Liz Homan, Edward O’Connell, Matthew O’Toole, Steve Sasso, 

Jim Strauch and Amy Wilczynski 
(via teleconference)  
 
ABSENT:        None 
 
ALSO PRESENT:   Borough Attorney Raymond Wiss 
(in person)  Acting Municipal Clerk Michelle Ryan 

Chief of Police George Scherb 
 

A Regular Session Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Allendale was held in the 
Municipal Building at 500 West Crescent Avenue, Allendale, NJ on August 27, 2020. However, due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic, access to the public was provided via GoToMeeting video and 
teleconferencing only, with adequate notice of same posted for public viewing.  The meeting was 
called to order at 8:00p.m. by Mayor Bernstein who reminded the public to mute their devices so as 
not to distract from the business at hand.  Mayor Bernstein advised the public that they would have 
several opportunities at appropriate times throughout this meeting to be heard.     
 
Mayor Bernstein asked that the Acting Municipal Clerk read the open public meetings statement: 
“In compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act, the notice requirements have been satisfied. The 
meeting dates for the year are confirmed at the Annual Meeting, are posted on the public bulletin 
board in the Municipal Building, published in The Record within the first 10 days of the New Year, 
and copies are sent to The Ridgewood News and Star Ledger.” 
 
The Mayor led those present in a salute to the flag. 
 
Public Comment on Agenda Items Only: 
 
No public came forward to comment.  
 
Resolutions: 
 
20-193/Authorize Temporary Modification & Relaxation of Portions of Chapter 252, “Vehicles and 
Traffic” of the Code of the Borough of Allendale  
 
Motion by Councilman O’Toole, with second by Councilman O’Connell that Resolution 20-193 be 
and is hereby approved. 
 
On a roll call, the vote was recorded as follows: 
 
Councilwoman Homan:  aye   Councilman Sasso:   aye  
Councilman O’Connell:  aye   Councilman Strauch:  aye 
Councilman O’Toole:  aye   Councilwoman Wilczynski: aye 
 
20-194/Authorize Temporary Modification & Relaxation of Portions of Chapter 26, “Police 
Department”, of the Code of the Borough of Allendale   
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Motion by Councilman O’Connell, with second by Councilman O’Toole that Resolution 20-194 be 
and is hereby approved. 
 
On a roll call, the vote was recorded as follows: 
 
Councilwoman Homan:  aye   Councilman Sasso:   aye  
Councilman O’Connell:  aye   Councilman Strauch:  aye 
Councilman O’Toole:  aye   Councilwoman Wilczynski: aye 
 

20-195/Authorize Hire of Class III Special Law Enforcement Officer (SLEO III) – William Wright 

 
Motion by Councilman O’Connell, with second by Councilman O’Toole that Resolution 20-195 be 
and is hereby approved. 

 
On a roll call, the vote was recorded as follows: 
 
Councilwoman Homan:  aye   Councilman Sasso:   aye  
Councilman O’Connell:  aye   Councilman Strauch:  aye 
Councilman O’Toole:  aye   Councilwoman Wilczynski: aye 
 

20-196/Authorize Hire of Class III Special Law Enforcement Officer (SLEO III) – Daniel Kellogg  

 
Motion by Councilman O’Connell, with second by Councilman O’Toole that Resolution 20-196 be 
and is hereby approved. 
 
On a roll call, the vote was recorded as follows: 
 
Councilwoman Homan:  aye   Councilman Sasso:   aye  
Councilman O’Connell:  aye   Councilman Strauch:  aye 
Councilman O’Toole:  aye   Councilwoman Wilczynski: aye 
 
(See Resolutions 20-193 through 20-196 attached and made a part hereof.) 
 

Oaths of Office: 

 
Joined by Chief Scherb, Mayor Bernstein administered the Oath of Office to SLEO III William Wright.   
 
Joined by Chief Scherb and with the Kellogg family in attendance, Mayor Bernstein administered 
the Oath of Office to SLEO III Daniel Kellogg.   

 
Introduction of Ordinances: 

 
Motion by Councilman O’Connell that Ordinances 20-12 and 20-13 be introduced and passed on 
first reading and setting September 10, 2020 at 8:00 p.m. or as soon thereafter as the matter can 
be heard as the date and time and the Council Chambers of the Allendale Municipal Building as the 
place for a hearing on said ordinance. Second by Councilman O’Toole.  
 
The Acting Municipal Clerk read the title of the ordinances into the record:  
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ORDINANCE 20-12 – AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND, SUPPLEMENT AND REVISE ARTICLE XI, 
SECTION 62(A) OF CHAPTER 252 OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF ALLENDALE ENTITLED 
“VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC” 
 
ORDINANCE 20-13 – AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND, SUPPLEMENT AND REVISE ARTICLE II, 
SECTION 21(A) OF CHAPTER 26 OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF ALLENDALE ENTITLED 
“POLICE DEPARTMENT” 
 
Councilwoman Homan:  aye   Councilman Sasso:   aye  
Councilman O’Connell:  aye   Councilman Strauch:  aye 
Councilman O’Toole:  aye   Councilwoman Wilczynski: aye 
 
(See Ordinances 20-12 and 20-13 attached and made a part hereof.) 
 

Consent Agenda: 
 

A. 20-197/Approve Bill List 
B. 20-198/Authorize Refund – 2020 Tax Overpayments   
C. 20-199/Approve 2020 Town-Wide Garage Sale – Allendale Woman’s Club  
D. 20-200/Appoint Police Dept Personnel - Radio Dispatcher, Full-Time – Blake Smith 
E. 20-201/Approve Temporary Modification and Relaxation of Portions of Chapter 185 

(Outdoor Cafes) in the Borough of Allendale due to COVID-19 
F. 20-202/Approve Temporary Extension and Expansion of Permissible Temporary Signage 

in the Borough of Allendale due to COVID-19  
 
Motion by Councilman O’Toole, with second by Councilwoman Homan that the Consent Agenda be 
and is hereby approved. 
 
On a roll call, the vote was recorded as follows: 
 
Councilwoman Homan:  aye   Councilman Sasso:   aye  
Councilman O’Connell:  aye   Councilman Strauch:  aye 
Councilman O’Toole:  aye   Councilwoman Wilczynski: aye 
 
(See Resolutions 20-197 through 20-202 attached and made a part hereof.) 
    
Unfinished Business: 

 
There was no unfinished business. 

 
New Business:  

 

There was no new business. 
 

Committee Reports and Comments: 
 
Councilman O’Connell – Public Safety Committee 
Councilman O’Connell reported that he had spoken with the Saddle River Administrator, a 
representative from NJ Bowhunters, and Mr. Wiss to gather more information on deer culling.  He  
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invited Councilman Sasso to join him in speaking on this topic during his report.  It is a six-month 
process for approval from the DEP.  In order to receive approval, the following requirements have to 
be met: a refrigerated trailer; 15% of the meat gathered must go to feed the needy/hungry with a 
$75 cost to butcher each deer; and a police officer must be present.  Councilman Sasso shared that 
this is a complex issue and he believes some of the information he has been given differs from 
Councilman O’Connell’s.  Mr. Wiss read the state requirements and determined that there are 
different programs with some overlap and some unique requirements.  Councilman O’Connell will 
continue to research this.  As of 4pm today, there were 2 recent arrests and 10,938 calls to 
dispatch with 1,035 to “911”, 126 for fire and 264 for EMS.  Police training is being conducted as 
allowed. Two officers have been trained in the ALCO test.  A new dispatcher is being approved for 
hire tonight. Officer Stettner recertified officers on radar enforcement. Councilman O’Connell 
advised of the memorial service arrangements for Retired Police Officer Andy Baum.  Officer Baum, 
who was raised in Allendale, was a distinguished K-9 officer.  A procession will start at Northern 
Highlands and head to Guardian Angel Church.   
   
Councilman Sasso – Land Use and Construction Code 
Councilman Sasso welcomed SLEO III Officers Wright and Kellogg to the Borough and conveyed how 
reassuring it will be to have them present.  August’s committee meeting was postponed, but he is 
looking at the Short-Term Rental ordinance for possible amendment.  A recent newspaper article 
reported on people renting their pools out on an hourly basis, which can cause quality of life issues in 
the neighborhood.   
 
Councilwoman Wilczynski – Facilities, Parks and Recreation  
Councilwoman Wilczynski announced the 9/11 Memorial Ceremony being held on September 11th 
at 7pm at the Red Barn.  Dr. Jeffrey Burkes who served as Chief of the Dental Identification Unit at 
the Medical Examiner’s Office in New York City at the time of the attacks will be the main speaker.  
Five first responders from Allendale will be honored at the ceremony.  She thanked Ray and Rich for 
getting the fountains running and commented on how great the area looks. She gave updates on 
progress at the 220/230 site as well as progress on the playground and downtown streetscape 
projects.  She encouraged all residents to sign up for Constant Contact and thanked Michelle Ryan, 
Tatiana Marquis, Tyler Yaccarino for their work on publishing and distributing the newsletter.  
 

Councilwoman Homan – Water, Sewer and Public Utilities 
Councilwoman Homan commented on, what hopefully will be the last, notification letter from the 
NJ DEP regarding the tetrachloroethylene violation from over a year ago.  The letter clearly stated 
that the tests continue to be non-detect levels since the repairs were completed at the New Street 
Treatment Plant. She updated residents that the Borough is in Phase 2 water restrictions.  
Notifications will be sent out via Constant Contact when we are able to move back to Phase 1.  Due 
to the storm, the virtual Water Meeting will be rescheduled for Wednesday, September 16th at 7pm.  
The link will be provided in the next newsletter, website, and Facebook page.  The agenda will 
consist of discussing Allendale water components, our working relationship with Suez, the 
utilization and use of the water restrictions and their benefits, and future meetings on educating 
the public on this valuable resource.  Councilwoman Homan updated the council on the progress of 
the PFAS feasibility study with Mott McDonald and will give a presentation to the council and 
public in the near future regarding incorporating any PFAS treatment steps into our water 
treatment.  She then gave information on what exactly PFAS is and how it impacts the water 
supply.  Councilwoman Homan spoke on the continuing work with Ramsey for an Interconnect 
Agreement and the importance of having the Bergen County water utilities working together.    
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Councilman O’Toole – Administration, Finance and Human Resources 
Councilman O’Toole advised that the committee had not met since he gave his report at the August 
13th Mayor and Council meeting, however September was shaping up to have a full agenda and a 
date was being worked on to interview a candidate from Northern Highlands for the intern position.         
 
Councilman Strauch – Public Works  
Councilman Strauch thanked Councilwoman Wilczynski for the Borough’s newsletter and finds it 
very informative.  He highlighted the September 12th Hazardous Waste Collection Day at Campgaw 
listed.  The Councilman commended the staff of the Allendale DPW, residents, and contractors who 
rose to the occasion during and after the storm and resulting power outages.  The Allendale DPW 
are busy preparing for winter.  He thanked Ron Kistner and his team for the work they do to deliver 
Five-Star service under budget.  He encouraged residence to attend the two upcoming Dining Out 
Nights.  He thanked all those who worked on facilitating this event to help out our dining 
establishments in town during these hard times.  He concluded with thanking Rich McDowall for 
his work on the 9/11 Memorial Service and encouraged residence to attend.  
 

Mayor’s Report:   
    
Mayor Bernstein gave the following address to the public: 
 
If your home or business lost power for more than 48 consecutive hours during Tropical Storm 
Isaias, this is a reminder that Orange & Rockland is reimbursing for storm-related food and 
prescription medicine spoilage.  Residential customers may up to $235 with itemized lists, or up to 
$540 with receipts and business owners are eligible for food spoilage reimbursements up to 
$10,700 with receipts. More information and the claim form can be found at www.oru.com.  
 
The Final Summer Dine Out in Allendale will be tomorrow, Friday, August 28th starting at 6pm and 
Saturday, August 29th starting at 5pm.  West Allendale Ave will be closed between DeMercurio Drive 
and the Clock Tower area from 5:30pm on Friday and 4:30pm on Saturday until 10pm each night.    
 
The Holiday Observers made the very difficult decision to cancel both the annual Water Festival at 
Crestwood Lake which was scheduled for September 5th and the fireworks display postponed from 
July 4th and re-scheduled for September 12th.  They determined that, with the ongoing COVID-19 
pandemic, it was not worth the risk of reversing the progress we’ve made to stem the spread of the 
virus.  We are all very disappointed, as they are, but I think I can speak for everyone that we are 
very much looking forward to a time when we can all gather together again to enjoy their events, 
especially their magnificent fireworks display.  I thank them for their incredible prudence.   
 
Staff Report: 

 
Mr. Wiss, Borough Attorney, shared that much of his work is reflected on tonight’s agenda. 
 
Ms. Ryan informed the public that Governor Murphy ordered a primarily “vote by mail” November 
General Election similar to July’s Primary.  There will be some additional ways for voters to deliver 
their ballots though.  All Bergen County election divisions will be having a joint meeting with the 
towns, after Labor Day, to provide more information and guidance.  In the coming weeks, the 
Clerk’s Office will get a message out to our residents explaining this voting process and options.  
  
Public Comment on any issue: 

http://www.oru.com/


Mayor and Council of the Borough of Allendale 

Regular Session Meeting Minutes 

August 27, 2020 

6 
 

 
No public came forward to comment. 
 

Adjournment:  
 
There being no further business to come before the Mayor and Council, on a motion by 
Councilwoman Homan, with second by Councilman Strauch, and unanimously carried, the meeting 
was adjourned at 8:48p.m. 
 
        Respectfully submitted 
 
        Michelle Ryan 
        Acting Municipal Clerk 
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